
[image: image1.jpg]\

[ [ 3 |
o NX L
= s,—‘
S = A%
2 \\; \/\l (}——; Holmes Harbor b/o<
<, X 2 )
\ —f 0 g
— 3] =
\\? LED‘ Tl N
‘\73 z AR
\O \\ ‘ X it
== Prohibited T
o \}:_| : rohibite .y i
o) \ff\_j SO R — AN
2 BUSHPONT|RD S KEy f TN i
é[ == | [ Ne 1 AR EL 4T
L N v { <z
Ll % == ) Watershed A
] T m LJ \¢
n TUT=Y =I= a1
1 ¢ | o
O
\\I\I\LI

T
D BEACH RD \

Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District

D District Boundary*

*The Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District Boundary includes two watersheds.
For mapping purposes, they are identified as \Watershed A and Watershed B.
Closure Boundary Line*

N
*The closure boundary line was previously established by
the Washington State Department of Health based on a survey
that they conducted.
 Watershed Drainage Points*
*The point symbols on this map may represent

more than one drainage point.
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Why is there a Shellfish Protection District at South Holmes Harbor?








No new regulations.  While new regulations are not being considered, there will be additional emphasis to ensure that existing rules are being followed.





No additional fees or taxes.  District activities will be funded through existing county funding sources, and assistance from a grant provided by the Washington State Department of Ecology.





More water quality monitoring.  This will help measure our progress and identify potential sources of pollution.





Public Information, education & outreach.  There will be targeted programs to let residents, businesses and visitors know what they can do to help reduce fecal coliform pollution.





How will this affect you?





	


	The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) regularly conducts water quality monitoring to determine the health of beaches that are used for shellfish harvest and other recreation.  In 2006, DOH released a report that concluded that some of the freshwater ditches that drain into South Holmes Harbor contain elevated levels of fecal coliform bacteria. The DOH findings are based on water quality data that was collected over a period of time (several years).  While shellfish are largely unaffected by fecal coliform, its presence suggests a potential risk to human health if consumed.


	DOH then issued a formal notice of closure of South Holmes Harbor for shellfish harvest.  The area was also closed to swimming or wading.  Under state law, Island County was required to respond to the closure within 180 days, by forming a Shellfish Protection District and establishing a plan to correct the problem. 








On March 5, 2007 your Board of Island County Commissioners convened a public hearing in Freeland, and established the South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District (non-taxing).  It is currently in affect.


This notice explains what this means to you, where the district is located, and what actions your County will be taking to resolve the problem.





What is fecal coliform bacteria and what are the likely sources?


Fecal coliform bacteria in water is an indicator of contamination.  While fecal coliform bacteria does not directly cause disease, its presence suggests that the water may contain other disease causing agents.


While data shows that fecal coliform counts are high, the sources have not been identified.  Possibilities include:


Wildlife


Pets


Livestock


Malfunctioning Septic Systems


Your County will be assessing the likely bacteria sources and implementing ways to reduce their impact.


Please join in helping solve these problems.





Maintain your septic system.  Have it inspected or pumped regularly.





Keep livestock away 


from streams, ponds


& wetlands.  Use


fencing & water troughs.





Bag pet waste & 


dispose in garbage 


cans.  





Cover manure piles.  


Keep rain water from 


washing manure away.





Apply fertilizers & 


pesticides properly.











Our Goal is to ensure that shellfish collected on the beaches of South Holmes Harbor are once again safe for human consumption, and the waters are open to swimming and wading.





Board of Island County Commissioners Establishes the South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District








South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Notice
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This map depicts two distinctly separate areas:


First, the location of the area where State Dept. of Health (DOH) has “prohibited” shellfish harvest is shown by the straight line drawn across the harbor.


The State closure area is based on a model that determines the furthest extent to which those contaminated waters can negatively impact shellfish growing areas.  It is this area that DOH has closed to shellfish harvest, swimming and wading.


Second, the red boundary shows the location of the Shellfish Protection District.  The District boundary is determined by including all areas where freshwater drains into ditches that ultimately pour into the south end of Holmes Harbor.  It is these drainages where data shows high fecal coliform concentrations.
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Shellfish Protection District Boundary & Shellfish Closure
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ISLAND COUNTY HEALTH department


P.O. Box 5000


Coupeville, WA  98239








