2010-2011 WINTER WEATHER SAFETY MESSAGE

Winter has arrived. The days are shorter and the weather is cooler. We’ve had the first real storm front with wind and rain bringing the first mountain snow. Like it or not, it’s that time of year again!

Everyone has probably heard that this winter will be influenced by a strong “La Nina” cycle - and not to go into all the science - let’s just say that there’s more potential to have a wetter and cooler winter than last year, maybe more like the winter of 2008-2009. There’s also a lot of news talk about this being the strongest La Nina cycle in 50 years. That remains to be seen, but we know that winter in the Puget Sound generally brings wind storms, tree blow-downs, blocked roads, power outages and inconvenience, frost or snow on shaded roads and slippery pavement from ice or accumulated leaves and needles. 

So, take a few minutes and review all those lessons you learned the hard way in previous years and maybe some you hadn’t thought about at all. Need a little help? Go to the State Emergency Management Division link “Storm Preparedness”.   This well thought out resource will save you a lot of time and possibly money and injury.

Remember winter safety is really safety at home, safety at work and everywhere in between. Do your part to have a safe winter and a merry holiday season. 

