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JULY 1, 2009 – WORK SESSIONS


Public Works 

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and Public Works on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 9:00 a.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:   John Dean, Chair (excused)  

Staff:  Pam Dill




     Helen Price Johnson, Member  




     Angie Homola, Member 

Staff Present:   Dave Bonvouloir, Steve Marx, Randy Brackett, Phil Cohen, Bryant Mercil 

Others Present:       Elaine Marlow  

Solid Waste 

Subject:   Solid Waste Rate Contract 

Attachment:   Rate Study Contract 

Proposed Action:  The 2009 Professional Services Roster was used to identify 11 firms to perform the Solid Waste Rate Study for 2010-2012.  Three firms were contacted for interviews and one, Skumatz Economic Research Associates (SERA), was selected to perform the work: 

Contract Amount: $30,000.00 – Okay with Board. 

Because the contract is with a corporation providing professional economics services and not a state-registered engineering firm providing work requiring a registered engineer, the PA’s office advised that a waiver of competitive solicitation is necessary before entering into a professional services contract with SERA.    

Follow Up: Dave Bonvouloir will prepare a memo for the Chairman’s signature requesting a waiver.    

Roads

Subject: Local agency Agreement Supplement – De-obligation of Excess ARRA Funds and revised CRP (Ault Field Road Widening) 

Attachment:   Local agency Agreement Supplement/Resolution 

Proposed Action:  Supplemental Agreement No. 1 – Local Agency Agreement – LA6835; 

Washington State Department of Transportation; De-obligation of excess ARRA funds; CRP 09-

03, Ault Field Road Widening Project; -$142,296.00.  
Surface Water 

Subject:   On-Call Consultant Agreement Trenchless Construction 

Attachment:   Local Agency Standard Consultant Agreement
Proposed Action:  Agreement with Staheli Trenchless Consultants, Inc.; On-call Consultant 

Agreement for Trenchless Construction; $350,000.00; Expiration date – July 31, 2012   

Follow Up: Okay with Board. 

Parks

Subject:   6 Year Projects and Adopt a Park Program

Attachment:   2009 to 2014 CIP Table  

Proposed Action: Steve noted that he is working on instituting an Adopt-A-Park program similar to the Adopt-A-Road program. He has forwarded a rough draft of the program to Dave Jamieson.  Currently there are 4 or 5 organizations interested. The training would also be similar to the Adopt-A-Road program.   The Board approved moving forward with an Adopt-A-Park program. 

Steve presented the Board with the proposed capital expenditures for parks over the next six years.   

Commissioner Price Johnson asked about the allocation of $5000.00 a year to the Oak Harbor School District.  

Steve noted that was to County’s contribution for the new stadium. Previously the money to hire additional summer park labor would come out of current expense. In order to use REET funds it has to be included in the Capital Improvement Projects (CIP).   

Elaine explained that the City of Oak Harbor considers the grounds around the stadium a park and the previous Board agreed to fund from current expense $5000.00 a year towards the maintenance of the grounds.  Prior to this agreement, the County used REET funds. However, this was problematic because the City of Oak Harbor has to have that as an item in their capital plan.   

Commissioner Price Johnson said since the previous Board agreed to use current expense and there has been a dramatic drop in the current expense fund wouldn’t it be appropriate to renegotiate the Interlocal with the City of Oak Harbor.  She understood the need for it to be on the plan but expressed concern about the County’s ability to continue to fund it.    

Elaine agreed that it will be challenging to do some of the projects on the list unless there is an up tick in the real estate market.  Currently the County’s debt service is close of $1 million coming out of both REET funds and revenue is approximately $800,000-$900,000 for both REETs.  The fund balance is close to $5 million but you can run though quickly.  It is the only money that you have available to do health and safety projects. 

Steve noted that for 2009 the three expenditures that need to be done are the Oak Harbor School District (unless the Board directs him otherwise), chip sealing and resurfacing of Rhody Park and Ledgewood Beach slope stabilization.  The remaining items are minimal maintenance projects.  

Commissioner Price Johnson noted that the maintenance projects are of a scale that can be performed by an Adopt-A-Park group.  The County could provide the materials and the community the labor.   

Elaine said she believed that the Iverson property was purchased with Conservation Futures Funds and if that is the case they could apply next year for M & O funding. It would have to go through the TAG and the CAB, but it would be another source of funding if approved. The County has a commitment to the community to help make the park less of a nuisance and many people in the community feel that riding dirt bikes in the park is a nuisance.   

Commissioner Price Johnson suggested putting in large rocks instead of a fence that way wildlife would still be able to get through but not the dirt bikes.    

Follow Up: Elaine will review the Interlocal with the City of Oak Harbor and report back to the Board. 

Public Works

Subject:  Facilities 6 Year Projects 

Attachment:  2009 to 2014 Project list 

Proposed Action: 

Island County Fair – RV Dump Station

Project Scope: RV Dump Station and Potable Water Supply, future restroom/shower facility

Total Anticipated Expenditures: $136,000 (2009 and 2010)

Current Status: Small Works Project – Quotes from 5 local general contractors due July 9th
Adult Jail Controls Replacement

Project Scope: Replacement and integration of existing intercom, door control, and CCTV systems with concurrent remodel of the Central Control Room. 

Total Anticipated Expenditures: $750,000 - $900,000 (2009 and 2010) 

Current Status: Call for Bids approved on June 1. Bids due Monday July 13. 

Adult Jail Control HVAC upgrade/replacement 

Project Scope: Replacement and upgrading of Adult Jail heating and ventilation systems 

Total Anticipated Expenditures: $2.20 million (2009 and 2010)

Current Status: Researching funding options 

General Services Administration

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and General Services Administration on Wednesday, 9:55 a.m., 2009, in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:  John Dean, Chair


Staff:   Pam Dill 




    Helen Price Johnson, Member  




    Angie Homola, Member 

Staff Present:      Betty Kemp,  

Others Present:       Elaine Marlow, Randy Brackett, Dave Bonvouloir,  

 Property Management 

Subject:  North Whidbey Fire and Rescue property offer – Hastie Lake Rd.   

Attachments:  yes 

Discussion: Betty noted that Marv Koorn, North Whidbey Fire & Rescue, continues to be interested in purchasing a piece of County owned property commonly referred to as the old Hastie Lake Dump. 

Randy Brackett said there are a number of legal and regulatory issues involved and did not feel it was in the County’s best interest to sell the property to NWF& R.  

Dave Bonvoloir noted that the landfill was closed under the old rules and essentially it is just a dirt cover over what used to be a burning landfill so there isn’t a lot of decomposition going on. One of the best ways of dealing with these old closed landfills is to purchase the surrounding buffers rather then sell them for development.    

Follow Up: The Board asked Betty to help NWF& R identify other properties the County owns in the area that would be suitable for a new fire station.  
Subject:   Conservation Easement – Ebey’s Phase 1 – Kahn 

Attachment:  yes 

Proposed Action:  Grant Deed of Agricultural Conservation Easement, with Whidbey Camano 

Land Trust, Eugene Kahn and Lisa Meserole for farmland protection located within Ebey’s 

Prairie; Conservation Easement Baseline Documentation Report with Whidbey Camano Land 

Trust, Eugene Kahn and Lisa Meserole, for accurate representation of property at the time of the 

conveyance of the conservation Easement;WA State Recreation and Conservation Office 

Certification of Sponsor Match for Ebey’s Reserve – Engle II with Whidbey Camano Land Trust

Follow Up: Okay with Board. 

Risk Management

Subject:  Claim for Damages, William Moore, R08-004CD

Attachment:  Memo dated 6/24/09 from Betty Moore to BOCC 

Information: Betty informed the Board that the claim in the amount of $550,000.00 is being forwarded to the Risk Pool as it exceeds the County’s deductible. 

Island County Treasurer

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Treasurer on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 10:05 a.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:   John Dean, Chair (excused) 

Staff:  Pam Dill




         Helen Price Johnson, Member 




         Angie Homola, Member 

Present:    Linda Riffe, Treasurer

Others Present:     Elaine Marlow, Budget Director

Subject:    Tax Adjustments 

Attachment:  no 

Information:  

· 1,122 adjustments completed as of June 24th.   

· 144 outstanding board slips  

Subject:   Programming 

Attachment:    

Information: 

· Linda is still working with the Island County Programmer to correct the problems they are having with the billing and collection of Diking District #1 assessments. 

· Linda noted that she has not seen a copy of the bid for the Assessor/Treasurer program.    

Subject:   Financial/Banking 

Attachment:    

Information: 

· The Municipal Security Rulemaking Board (MSRB) has come up with a new reporting program, Electronic Municipal Market Access (EMMA). Starting July 1, 2009 all municipal bond disclosure documents are required to be reported through EMMA. Previously Linda used DisclosureUSA.  Linda has taken a couple of training courses and what was supposed to be a better, more simplified program is turning out to be more complicated.  EMMA was not designed to be able to pull the CUSIPS, bond information and financial reports from DisclosureUSA, so Linda will have to input those herself.     

· The Department of Interior has announced that they are going to be issuing 2009 payments to County’s for the Payments in Lieu of Taxes program (PLIT).  Payments in Lieu of Taxes are Federal payments to local governments that help offset losses in property taxes due to nontaxable Federal lands within their boundaries. Specifically, Washington counties will receive $10.7 million dollars in 2009. The money has been dispersed and she should receive a letter soon providing information regarding Island County’s portion.   

· Linda met with Wells Fargo and has determined that they are not viable for investment opportunities because their rates are too low.      

· Tax collection statistics - Returned a total of 458 payments which involved 620 tax parcels 

· 57.2 % were due to a late postmark  

· Small % of envelopes did not have a check in them

· 13.3% had checks with the wrong amount written on the line versus the numeric amount in the box; small % left the box blank; 1.75% left the written line blank  

· 8.3% of the checks were written for the wrong amount

· 3.9% didn’t sign checks

· 12.45% paid the wrong amount for the 1st half taxes 

The cost and time it takes her staff to collect the correct amount is enormous. Linda is looking at trying to do something through the legislative process to start charging an administrative fee for trying to collect incorrect payments.   

Commissioner Price Johnson said we need to encourage taxpayers to use the County’s online system.  
· Interest earned on investments from January to the end of June is $514,776.00.  

Human Services

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and Human Services on Wednesday,  2009, at 10:20 a.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners: 
 John Dean, Chair (excused) 
Staff:   Pam Dill




  
 Helen Price Johnson, Member  



 




  
 Angie Homola, Member 

Staff Present:       Jackie Henderson, Director 

Others Present:     Elaine Marlow 

Development Disabilities

Subject:  DSHS/DDD

Attachment:   contract

Proposed Action:  Contract with DSHS/Division of Developmental Disabilities to provide 

supported employment and birth to 3 programs in Island County.  Contract #0963-67912. 

 Amount: $487,770  

Follow up:  Okay with Board. 

Mental Health

Subject:  OFM- Meth Program RFP Waiver Exception 

Attachment:  Memo dated 6/26/09from Jackie Henderson to BOCC

Proposed Action: Request for Waiver of Section 2.29.03(B)(12) of Island County Code for 

Competitive Solicitation Procurement for Substance Abuse Treatment Services for the 

Methamphetamine program.
Follow up:   Okay with Board. 

Subject: Phoenix Recovery Services, LLC 

Attachment:  

Proposed Action:    Contract with Phoenix Recovery Services, LLC – Substance 

Methamphetamine Treatment Services.  Contract to provide substance abuse treatment services 

for persons with methamphetamine addiction in Island County.  Contract Number HS-013-09; 

Contract Amount: $85,000  
Follow up:   Okay with Board. 

Subject: Jan Pickard, MA, LMHC

Attachment:  contract 

Proposed Action: Services Agreement with Jan Pickard, MH, LMHC to provide support 

groups for seniors.  Contract No. HS-11-09; Amount: $5,000  
Follow up:  Okay with Board.  

Subject: Katlaina Rayne, MA, LMHC

Attachment:  contract

Proposed Action: Services Agreement with Katlaina Rayne, MH, LMHC to provide support 

groups for seniors.  Contract No. HS-12-09; Amount: $5,000  
Follow up:   Okay with Board. 

Subject: PAA - School Based Mental Health Program 

Attachment:  

Proposed Action: 

· PAA to increase hours for School Based Mental Health counselor from .50 to 1.0 FTE
· PAA for a .50 School Based Mental Health counselor 

Follow up:   Okay with the Board. 
Juvenile & Family Court Services

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Juvenile Department on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 10:35 a.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners: 
John Dean, Chairman       

Staff:  Pam Dill 




    
Helen Price Johnson, Member   

 




            Angie Homola, Member  

Staff Present:
   Mike Merringer, Sheriff Brown, Greg Banks, Wylie Farr, Caroline Morse, Judge Hancock, Judge Churchill  

Others Present:   Elaine Marlow, Betty Kemp      

Subject:    Consolidated Food Service Contract – Amendment 2 

Attachment:  Amendment 2 Food Service Operating Agreement  

Proposed Action:  Amendment No. 2 to Food Services Operating Agreement with 

Consolidated Food Management, Inc., to provide food services at Island County Juvenile 

Detention Center renewal/extension.

Follow-up:  Okay with Board. 

Subject:   Evidence Based Expansion 

Attachment:  Program Agreement Evidence Based Expansion 
Proposed Action:   Program Agreement with WA State DSHS Division of Treatment & Intergovernmental Programs for Evidence Based Expansion Program; DSHS Agreement No.0963-66468; Amount: fee for service  

Follow-up:  Okay with Board. 

Subject: Program Agreement – Consolidated, Disposition Alternatives & Various Services

Attachment: Program Agreement 

Proposed Action: Program Agreement with WA State DSHS Juvenile Rehabilitation for 

consolidated, disposition alternatives and various services; DSHS Agreement No.: 0963-

67927; Amount: fee for service 
Follow up:  Okay with Board.  

Subject:   Resolution to hire outside counsel to review contract 

Attachment:  draft resolution 
Proposed Action: Mike noted that in order to remain eligible to receive approximately $60,000 from the state to improve the quality of public defense services an ordinance establishing standards for public defense needs to be adopted.  It is the County’s typical procedure and policy that all contracts be reviewed by the County’s Prosecuting Attorney’s office and risk management.  The County’s Superior Court Judges have recommended that the Public Defender Contract be reviewed by outside counsel to avoid any appearance of a conflict of interest. Betty Kemp, GSA Director, recommended Jon Ostlund be retained to provide this service at a rate of $65.00 per hour, not to exceed three hours for a total of $195.00.  

Greg Banks said he appreciated the concern with regards to a conflict of interest; however he did not feel that there was a conflict with his office reviewing the public defenders contract.   

The Prosecuting Attorney’s office has a great deal of expertise in contract review issues, they are the experts in municipal law and making sure the County’s interests are best represented. The Prosecuting Attorney’s office has reviewed every Public Defender contract since the County’s has entered into them with private firms. The use of outside counsel creates problems. He pointed out that Jon Ostlund was a public defender and not an expert in areas of municipal law, contract review or risk management.  He recommended against contracting with outside counsel.   

Commissioner Price Johnson questioned why a conflict of interest was not identified prior to this contract.   

Elaine Marlow suggested revisiting the issue later in the afternoon when Commissioner Dean and the Judges are available.  

Juvenile & Family Court Services reconvened at 2:50 p.m.  Mike Merringer recapped the earlier discussion. 

Judge Hancock acknowledged that they should have had outside counsel review previous contracts involving public defender services. The contracts contain standards that govern the provisions for public defense services and the standards that deal with how much compensation the public defender should receive. RCW 10.101.030 states “The standards endorsed by the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) for the provision of public defense services should serve as guidelines to local legislative authorities in adopting standards. At a previous meeting regarding the present public defender contract Greg Banks expressed disagreement with using WSBA standards which gave rise to the need for outside counsel to review the contract.  

Judge Churchill noted that there was tremendous disagreement between Greg and the Judges as to what the standards for the public defender should be which culminated in an email exchange between her and Greg. Partly as a result of that email exchange the Judges, in order to avoid any appearance of conflict, recommended outside counsel review the contract.  

Commissioner Dean asked if the Judges felt there was any conflict with the fact that Jon Ostlund is a public defender. 

Judge Hancock noted that Jon Ostlund used to be the Director of the Whatcom County Public Defense Department. He is no longer employed by any county in that capacity. He does take an occasional public defense appointment. He has a wealth of knowledge about these matters and is an objective and reasonable person. He saw no problem with Mr. Ostlund reviewing the contract however if the Board would prefer someone else he had no objection.     

Greg noted that he attended meetings back when the standards were being formulated and did feel that some of the case level standards set by the Bar Association are low.  That is a separate issue from contract review and what the email exchange with Judge Churchill was all about. He believed he had some expertise to offer the Board in terms of law office management and again did not feel there was a conflict of interest in reviewing a contract that has already been negotiated. 

Commissioner Price Johnson agreed that technical review of a contract does not in itself create a conflict of interest. However Commissioner Price Johnson further stated that it is the tone of the emails surrounding the issue which leads her to believe that it is in the County’s best interest to seek outside review for the public defenders contract.  

Commissioner Homola suggested looking for neutral outside counsel to review the contract and then allow Greg to review the contract on the County’s behalf.    

Greg Banks encouraged the Board to find a private attorney that provides municipal services. He suggested talking to the Town of Coupeville to see who they use for their city attorney. The Board agreed to have outside counsel review the contract. 
Follow up: Elaine Marlow and Betty Kemp will work together to come up with a qualified neutral party with expertise in municipal contracts to review the contract and brief the Board at Monday’s meeting on their qualifications. 
Sheriff

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Sheriff on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 11:00 p.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:   John Dean, Chair


Staff:  Pam Dill




         Helen Price Johnson, Member  




        Angie Homola, Member 

Staff Present:    Sheriff Mark Brown, Wylie Farr, Greg Banks, Mike Merringer, Caroline Morse 

Others Present:  Elaine Marlow

        

Subject:  MOU - Washington Traffic Safety Commission 

Attachment:    Memorandum of Understanding 

Proposed Action: Memorandum of Understanding with WA Traffic Safety Commission DUI 

for special emphasis patrol funding; August 14 & September 7th ; Amount: $2,000   
Follow-up:   Okay with Board. 

Subject:   Washington State Parks – Intergovernmental Agreement 

Attachment:  Intergovernmental Agreement 

Proposed Action:  Intergovernmental Agreement with WA State Parks to provide federal US 

Coast Guard funds to assist with local marine law enforcement efforts; Agreement No.: 2009-37; 

Amount: $35,171.00  
Follow-up:   Okay with Board.  

Subject:   Purchase Order 8367

Attachment:   PO 

Proposed Action: Purchase Order No. 8367 Skagit Power Sports, Inc. for purchase of 

two Wave Runners with Marine Safety Funds; Amount: $17,792.64  

Skagit Power Sports Wave Runner annual lease program is no longer available. They have provided the County with an opportunity to purchase two Wave Runners. The Sheriff felt it was a good investment and will not deplete the Marine Safety Funds.  The Wave Runners can be used for water rescues and are a valuable tool in their Marine Safety Unit.   

Follow-up:    Oaky with board. 

Prosecuting Attorney

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and Prosecutor on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 11:30 p.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:   John Dean, Chair (excused) 

Staff:  Pam Dill




         Helen Price Johnson, Member  




         Angie Homola, Member  

Present: Greg Banks, Prosecutor, Sheriff Brown, Mike Merringer, Wylie Farr, Caroline Morse 

Others Present:     Elaine Marlow 

Subject: Misc     

Attachment:   no

Information: They have been informed by DSHS that the state wide budget for providing paternity and child support has been cut by 3%.  Greg did not know whether that cut would be across the board or allocated differently among the counties. He has one employee and a portion of one of the civil deputies who does that work. Greg will get the Board updated.   
The Prosecution Restoration Grant they applied for has been approved and the deputy prosecuting attorney will start next week.   

 Health Department

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Health Department on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 11:34 a.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:   John Dean, Chair (excused) 
Staff:   Pam Dill




         Helen Price Johnson, Member  



 

                                            Angie Homola, Member  

Staff Present:     Keith Higman, Kerry Graves, Suzanne Turner, Linda Telles, Aaron Henderson, Dr. Roger Case  

Others Present:          Elaine Marlow 

Note: The first Health Department Staff Session of the month is designated for informal discussion of Board of Health matters. 

Administration

Subject: Further DSHS/Children’s Administration Contract Cut-backs

Attachment: no 

Information:   Suanne Turner, Nursing Director, updated the Board on reductions to the Mother and Baby and Apple Health Care programs.  The family planning program was cut 10% this year and will be cut another 70% next year. Keith noted that the impact of those reductions will be rolled into their 2010 budget. 

Subject:  Department of Health – Consolidated Contract – Amendment #16 

Attachment: contract  

Proposed Action: Consolidated contract with the Department of Health; (On-Site LMP Implementation, WIC Nutrition Program, Tobacco Prevention & Control Program) Contract Amount: $2,498,790.00; Amendment Amount: $212,989.00; Contract Period 1/1/07-12/31/11

Aaron noted that $100,000.00 will be used for support of the On-Site O & M program. Required tasks include:

Task 1 – Develop and implement a pilot program to provide incentives in the form of a monetary 


   rebate to the homeowner to have their on-site sewage system inspected or upgraded.  

Task 2 – Develop a map of on-site sewage system focus areas to display current knowledge of 

  on-site sewage system records and inspection compliance. 

Task 3 – Public outreach and notification in the form of reminder notices to those who are out of 


   compliance with the inspection frequency requirements.  

Task 4 – Develop and conduct on-site sewage system professional industry meetings. 

Task 5 – Continue to use on-site sewage system database for report review and analysis.  

Task 6 – Continue the HomeOwner Septics Training (HOST) program. 

Task 7 – Contract administration/Administrative Indirect.
Follow up: Okay with Board to move forward to Board of Health on July 20, 2009.  

Environmental Health 

Aaron introduced new intern, Cassie Williams. Cassie will be working this summer with Jill Wood and Kathleen Parvin on beach/water sampling and outreach and education projects. She will compile a resource list for staff and the public to see what options are available and what partnerships exist.      

Nursing Services 

Subject:  Opportunity Council – Early Learning Program Consultations 

Attachment: contract 

Proposed Action:  Contract with Opportunity Council to provide child behavior consultation, develop workshops, continue to develop and facilitate Baby Connections groups and provide staff educational opportunities.  Contract Amount: $7,992.00; Contract Period: 6/1`/09-12/31/09

Follow up:  Okay with Board to move forward to Board of Health on July 20, 2009.  

Subject: H1N1

Attachment: none

Information: The Center for Disease Control has facilitated federal dollars, through Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response grants, to refund local health departments for the time and effort spent dealing with the H1N1 outbreak. The Island County Health Department will receive $6425.00. 

Planning & Community Development

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Planning Department on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 1:00 p.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:    John Dean, Chair  


Staff:  Pam Dill




          Helen Price Johnson, Member     

 


          Angie Homola, Member  

Staff Present:    Keith Higman, Paula Bradshaw, Andrew Hicks, Justin Craven, Brandon Sweeza  

Others Present:  Elaine Marlow, Mr. Bierschenk          

Subject:  Possible Short Plat Extension 

Attachments:   

Discussion:   The Board received a request from a member of the public to consider a time extension for developers to complete their short plat applications in Island County as Snohomish County, King County, and Pierce County have done. With the economy and local real estate market being at a low point they did not expect to meet the 5 year deadline for completing their short plats. Keith noted that Island County code currently provides that preliminary plat approvals shall expire after 5 years unless a single 1 year extension is requested at least 30 days prior to the expiration date. He noted that any extension to the time frames would require a code revision. 

Commissioner Price Johnson said she believed that the timeline for those other counties was 3 years with a 2 year extension, one year less then what is already in Island County Code (ICC).  

Commissioner Homola said she was reluctant to let permits stretch out for extended amounts of time, six years seems adequate.    

Andrew Hicks said he believed the language in ICC 16.06.090 was derived from Chapter 58.17 RCW. 

Follow up: Keith will review the state statute and report back to the Board.  If the Board is still interested in extending the timeline he will bring the issue back to work session for discussion.  

Subject:  ZAA 012/07 Bierschenk 

Attachment:   Memo dated 6/25/09 from Andrew Hicks to BOCC 

Proposed Action: Andrew Hicks noted that this matter was last brought to the Board at work session on January 7, 2009. During that meeting, staff presented the Board with the Planning Commission’s recommendation for the zoning amendment. The Board raised concerns about what impacts the proposed rezone might have on a nearby, regulated wetland and directed staff to meet with the applicant in an effort to modify the zoning amendment proposal to include measures that would ensure appropriate wetland protection. 

On January 13, 2009 Jeff Tate met with the applicant’s consultant and determined that two steps needed to be taken to ensure appropriate wetland protection. 

1. Determine exactly what types of buffers would be applied to the regulated features onsite and how much area exists on the parcel outside of those buffers. 

2. The information gathered could then be used to propose a rezone of the portion of the parcel outside of the buffers or create an alternative proposal that would protect the wetlands and buffers from the higher intensity of commercial development.  

In early April, Justin Craven, Critical Areas Planner, met with the consultant to identify the approximate boundaries of the wetland onsite. The consultant submitted a map that generally reflected the wetland boundaries and associated buffers as well as a memorandum stating that it was his opinion that a rezone of the entire parcel would not compromise the protection of the wetland any more than if the parcel were to remain in the Rural zoning designation and requested that the application continue to be processed. Staff disagrees with the consultant’s position. 

Commissioner Dean asked Andrew to explain how the different designations, Rural and Rural Center, would affect the wetland.    

Andrew said essentially it is a reasonable use determination.  If any development is going to occur within a wetland buffer that development would need to be reviewed through a reasonable use application and the more intensive designation of Rural Center could potentially allow a reasonable use determination that would not otherwise be allowed in the Rural zone.    

Commissioner Price Johnson said protecting the wetlands and rezoning the property are two 
separate issues. The County has a wetland ordinance in place to address wetland protection. The 
Bierschenk property should be an integral part of the Clinton downtown core. It is a donut in the 
middle of an urban area. It is completely surrounded by commercial property and is tied to both 
the Park and Ride and Dan Porter Park.  
Andrew noted that staff was directed to assess the potential impacts to the wetland if someone 

were to submit a reasonable use determination under the current Rural zoning and the 

requested change to Rural Center.  Staff continues to believe that the parcel should be included in the Clinton RAID. However, the Planning Department presented its arguments to the WWGMHB and was overruled. The WWGMHB gave the County two options; designate Clinton as a NMUGA or restrict the RAID boundaries. The County established the Clinton Sub Area Planning Committee and they ultimately voted against incorporation into a NMUGA.  

Commissioner Homola noted that at their previous work session they discussed establishing a 

conservation easement to make sure the wetland and its buffers were protected. 

Andrew noted that the Board has essentially three options in order to proceed:

1. Adopt the recommendations of the Planning Commission and approve ZAA 012/07.

2. The Board may schedule a public hearing to hear testimony from the applicants and the public. 

3. The Board may remand the issue back to the Planning Commission with further direction so that the Commission may hold additional hearings on the matter.  

Lance Bierschenk, applicant, said the process is very confusing and has been going on a long 
time.   

His consultant has jumped through all the hoops. The Planning Commission already held a public 

hearing and voted 7 to 1 to recommend approval to the Board.    

Commissioner Price Johnson recommended moving the application for a rezone to Rural Center forward to the Board’s Monday meeting for action. Commissioner Dean supported the recommendation of the Planning Commission to approve the zoning amendment. Commissioner Homola did not support approving the zoning amendment without a conservation easement. 

Follow up: Okay with Board to move forward for formal action on Monday, July 6, 2009.   

Subject:  Camano Gateway Ordinance 

Attachment:   draft ordinance dated 6/17/09

Proposed Action: The Board will review the ordinance (dated 6/17/09) and provide their comments to Paula Bradshaw by Friday, July 10th for consideration at the July 15th work session.    

Subject: Direct mailer to all landowners in the unincorporated portion of Ebey’s Reserve regarding the proposed amendments to the standards and procedures that regulate development within Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve. 

Attachment: none

Discussion:  Keith noted that once the amendments are finalized the Town of Coupeville will be 

spending a fair amount of money sending out information related to the proposed amendments to 

every resident in the Town of Coupeville. There has been a request that the County send out the 
same information to all landowners in the unincorporated portion of Ebey’s Reserve at a cost of 

approximately $1800.00. Jeff Tate has asked if the Planning Department would support that 

expenditure.  Keith’s inclination is to find some other way to provide public notice such as 
posting the information at the Red Apple Market and in the Whidbey Examiner. 

Elaine Marlow said it was her understanding that the Town of Coupeville was sending out pre-

mailers letting people know about the proposed amendments and the date of upcoming meetings.  
It was her opinion that the County should wait until they have a proposed ordinance to spend the 
money on mailers. The Town of Coupeville will also be requesting financial support for 
producing a  pictorial.      

Commissioner Homola felt it was important that everyone who lives in the reserve be provided 
with notification of the new standards.   

Commissioner Price Johnson said perhaps they can save some money by sending postcards that 

provide a link to more information. 

Follow up: Clarify with Jeff Tate the purpose of the mailer and report back to the Board.  (The 

Planning Department sent out a post card mailer to solicit public input on the amendments to the 

Ebey’s Reserve design standards with notice of the upcoming public hearings at a cost of $220 
for postcard materials and $1,015.00 in postage). 

Subject: Permit processing 

Attachment: none

Discussion: The Board approved overtime for existing staff to help address the backlog of 
permits.  The funds will come out of the Commissioners Contingency fund. (Total of 30 hours per 
month for a period of 2 months).

Follow up: Keith will report back to the Board on the progress made. 
Assessor

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Assessor on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:    John Dean, Chair
 


Staff:   Pam Dill




      Helen Price Johnson, Member 




      Angie Homola, Member 

Present:     Dave Mattens, Mary Engle, Brandon Sweeza  

Others Present:      Elaine Marlow

Subject: Current Use 

Attachment: 

Information:  Dave Mattens noted that the County’s Current Use Program regarding open space is out of compliance with state law.  The Department of Revenue recently audited the County’s Current Use Program and one of the draft requirements states, “The Assessor is required to value all land classified as open space in the Current Use Program under the county’s existing Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS).” (RCW 84.34.055 and WAC 458-3—330)

Island County adopted the PBRS in 1998. In 2006 Ordinance C-143-05 was adopted which allowed those properties that used to be in open space to remain in open space without converting to the PBRS. There are 53 properties in open space (including golf courses) and 30 in the PBRS. Steps need to be taken to correct the non-compliance by either repealing the ordinance that allowed properties in open space to remain in open space and not convert to the PBRS or writing a new ordinance to correct it. Those steps will need to be worked out and may require help from the Prosecuting Attorney’s office. 

Dave emailed Judy Wells, County Review Auditor, yesterday indicating that he will be drafting a formal response within the next 2 weeks. He also noted that letters need to be sent to the affected property owners informing them of the change. 

Mary Engle, Appraiser, explained that open space parcels requiring revaluation under the PBRS are assigned priority rating points by the Planning Commission and submitted to the Board for approval.  If the property does not have enough points to qualify they can either pull the property out and have the fees waived or go ahead and reclassify to the PBRS and receive the minimum exemption of 20% on the total market value. The financial impact to a property owner who was receiving a 90% tax reduction and now will only get a 20% exemption is substantial.       

With regards to public notification and due to being short staffed Mary suggested the possibility of doing it by area. She will be conducting revaluations on the south end of Camano in the fall and letters could be sent out to only that portion of the County and then next year move on to the next revaluation area.   

Commissioner Homola felt it was important for the County to realize the taxes they are currently not receiving.  In order to be fair to all 53 properties the process should be taken all at once and not area by area.   

Bandon noted that a lot of other counties have a recreation element in their PBRS that applies to golf courses. Golf courses would receive points for allowing schools, the physically challenged and senior citizens free access. This would allow Holmes Harbor Golf and Country Club, who was never in the open space program, an opportunity to apply for the PBRS.   

Follow up: Draft a new ordinance to bring the County into compliance. The Board would like to pursue the concept of a recreation element. 

Subject: Technology efforts

Attachment: none

Discussion: – Dave noted that True Automation does not currently have a component that will interface with the permit center but have indicated that it can be developed.  Estimated costs of development are $45,000 per license, $15,000 installation, conversion and training $125 per hour for an estimated 120 hours, and a $9,000 annual maintenance fee.      

Budget Director

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and the Budget Director on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 3:55 p.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:  John Dean, Chair



Staff:   Pam Dill




        Helen Price Johnson, Member  



 




       Angie Homola, Member  

Staff Present:         Elaine Marlow, Budget Director    

Subject:   Board of Equalization applicants  

Attachments:  applicant’s summary 

Proposed Action:  Elaine provided the Board with a summary of the applicant’s letters of interest and resumes.   There are three vacancies on the Board, two full 3 year terms and one unexpired term. 

Follow-up:  Okay with Board to move forward for recommendation on Monday. 

Subject:    Affordable Housing Advisory Board 

Attachments:    applicant’s summary 

Proposed Action:  Elaine provided the Board with a summary of the two applicant’s letters of interest and resume. There are two positions open on the Island County Affordable Housing Advisory Board. One applicant must be a representative of the affordable housing construction industry and one from commercial real estate. Both terms run until June 16, 2012. 

Follow-up:  Okay with Board to move forward for recommendation on Monday. 

Subject:    Letter of support 

Attachments:   letter

Proposed Action: Letter to USDA Rural Development in support of the Opportunity Council’s 
grant application for funding to be used to repair and rehabilitate homes in Island, San Juan and  
Whatcom  Counties. 

Follow-up:  The Board signed the letter of support and placed it on the Board’s consent agenda for Monday July 6, 2009. 
WSU / Extension Services

Summary Minutes

Work Session was held between the County Commissioners and WSU/Extension on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 4:00 p.m., in the Island County Annex Building, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, B-102, Coupeville, WA.    Present were:

County Commissioners:   John Dean, Chair   



Staff:  Pam Dill




     Helen Price Johnson, Member  



 




     Angie Homola, Member   

Staff Present:      Judy Feldman  

Others Present:        Elaine Marlow

Subject: Correction to MRC contract    

Attachments:    contract 

Proposed Action: Grant Agreement with WA State Dept. of Ecology for Coastal Zone 
Management funds for Northwest Straits Project – Marine Resources Committee Action and 
Administration; Contract No.: G1000001; Amount: $240,000 (RM-WSU-09-0242) – (previous 
version did not include a signature block for the Chair of the Marine Resource Committee and 
had incorrect pagination)  
Follow up:  Okay with Board to bring corrected version of contract to the July 6, 2009 meeting for signature. 
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