 Island County Board of Health

Special Meeting - Tuesday, February 17, 2009
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  John Dean, Helen Price Johnson and Angie Homola; Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor; Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board, and Captain James Thralls, MSC, U.S. Navy, Ex-Officio Member.
Members Absent:  Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner
Call to Order:  Chairman Slowik called this Special Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:15 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes or additions to the agenda.  As this is a Special Session, only those items on the announced agenda may be discussed and/or acted upon at this session.
Approval of Minutes:  The Chair called for the approval of the minutes of the January 20, 2009 Special Session.  Commissioner Dean moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Commissioner Price Johnson seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Presentation:  Environmental Health Program Overview – Keith Higman, Health Services Director, introduced Aaron Henderson, Environmental Health Director, to the Board.  Aaron apprised the Board that his goal today was to present an overview of the Environmental Health program, beginning with an introduction which included the definition of Environmental Health, the Environmental Health programs, and funding source overview.  He then reviewed the many components of regulation and enforcement, public education, government and community partnerships, a description of the staff’s educational depth, and a review of future challenges.  
Contracts:
Kerry Graves, Health Department Staff, advised the Board that historically contracts were introduced to the Commissioners and any other attending Board of Health Members at a “Board of Health Staff Session” prior to presentation to the Board of Health for approval and signature.  The Health Department has only one Board of Health “Work” (formerly ‘Staff’) Session a month, usually the first Wednesday of the month.  If a contract is not presented at that Session to make it eligible for signature at the next Board of Health meeting, we are a month out from the next Board of Health Work Session and this moves the contract signature out to the next month’s Board of Health meeting.  The Health Department would like the Board of Health’s approval of, when necessary for efficiency, presenting contracts for review and signature at the Board of Health meeting without the prior presentation at a Board of Health “Work” Session.  The Board unanimously supported this change to procedure.
Keith Higman presented the following contracts for the Board’s consideration:

1.   Balanced Action, Inc. – Database Development
      Contract No. HD-24-06, Amendment No. 2
      Contract Amount:

$        86,100
      Amendment Amount:
$             -0-
2.   Bess Windecker-Nelson, PhD – Parent Educator Program

      Contract No. HD-01-09

      Contract Amount:

$        14,500

3.   Snohomish Health District – Region 3 AIDS (2009)

      Contract No. HD-03-09

      Contract Amount:   

$         35,625

Commissioner Dean moved for the approval and signature of the three contracts as presented.  Commissioner Price Johnson seconded and the Board approved the motion unanimously.
Health Department Report:  Keith Higman advised the Board that CHAB has identified a new liaison to the Board of Health.  He recognized David Macys for his work as the past Chair of CHAB and as the CHAB liaison.  
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Carrie McLachlan, Health Department staff, introduced Tricia Terry to the Board.  Ms. Terry will work with David Macys as CHAB liaison.
Keith reviewed the process the Board has used for interviewing and appointing members to the citizen advisory boards.  Historically, a Board of Health member represents the Board by interviewing prospective citizen applicants and makes a recommendation of appointment to the Board.  Commissioner Dean represented the Board of Health when interviews were done for the Children’s Commission members.  Keith asked the Board if this was a model they wanted to continue to use.  If so, there is a current application for a position on the Community Health Advisory Board and the Board may want to identify a representative to participate in the interview process.  Mayor Slowik thought that the Board’s direct participation is a good practice and recommended that the representative be one of the Commissioners.  Commissioner Dean remarked that it is a great opportunity to appreciate the talent in citizen volunteers.  Commissioner Price Johnson volunteered to serve as the Board’s representative.

The Commissioners were provided with a copy of ‘American City and County’ which contains an article of interest on the “sorry state of the country’s water infrastructure”.  Mayor Slowik discussed how the City of Oak Harbor was currently addressing this issue with upgrades to their water delivery system.  A discussion followed on the growing national concerns on proper disposal methods for pharmaceuticals.  Keith also discussed Washington State’s efforts to develop standards for the consistent delivery of public health across local public health jurisdictions in this state.   Keith advised the Board that the Health Department’s management team has been working on a strategic plan for the Health Department to set policies, objectives, standards and ultimately a plan for measuring outcomes.  He will be engaging the Board of Health on their goals within this strategic planning process.   
Public Input or Comments:  This being a Special Session of the Board of Health, the agenda is set and public comments must pertain to the published agenda.
Adjourn:  There being no further business, Commissioner Slowik adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m.  The next Board of Health will be a Regular Meeting to be held on March 16, 2009.  

Submitted:___________________________________________

                  Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board

Minutes approved this 16th day of March 2009
ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

_______________________________________________


      Mayor Jim Slowik, Board Chair

