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BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

MARCH 16, 2009 – REGULAR SESSION

The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met in Regular Session on March 16, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room (Room # 102B), Annex Building, 1 N.E. 6th Street, Coupeville, Washington. Helen Price Johnson, Member and Angie Homola, Member were present. The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

Auditor 

Anne LaCour, Chief Deputy Auditor, submitted the Auditor’s written financial report for the period ending February, 2009.  Percentages should be slightly under 17%; timing issues remain with grant billings.  
Treasurer 
Linda Riffe, Treasurer, submitted the Treasurer’s written financial report for the period ending February, 2009.  She agreed percentages should be at 17% and timing issues remain with grant billings.  Albeit slowly, beginning to receive property tax money.  Franchise tax continues to be down as reported last month; it is questionable whether the County will receive any money from the bankruptcy proceedings of Broadstripe.
CONSENT AGENDA

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows with the exception of Item 11, Schedule Public Hearing – Franchise #362 – RM-PW-09-0023; City of Oak Harbor; Sewer Transport Line to be located in County Rights-of-Way known as Goldie Road, Colin Lane and Old Goldie Road; Sec. 23/26, Twp. 33N, R 1E (PW-0920-01) moved to the Regular Agenda for discussion:
ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, PAYROLL, VOUCHERS, PAYMENT OF BILLS

	Vouchers  (War)  #s 307392-307680 ………...
	$312,894.71

	Electronic Fund Transfers.…………………….
	$176,327.63

	Payroll dated…………………………………...
	March 13, 2009


MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Correction to Minutes dated February 2, 2009
CORRESPONDENCE
Letter to Captain Gerral David extending the Board’s appreciation for the base tour

Letter to United States Navy requesting additional extension for public comment on the EIS/OEIS for the Northwest Training Range Complex
Letters to Senator Maria Cantwell and Senator Patty Murray urging support for balanced fish and wildlife management on US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management lands
Letter to Christine Gregoire urging parks protection for Island County State Parks: Fort
Ebey (Joseph Whidbey) and Fort Casey (Keystone, Ebey’s Landing)

HUMAN RESOURCES
Personnel Action Authorizations 

	Department
	PAA #
	Description
	Position #
	Action
	Eff. Date

	Health
	037/09
	Interim Planning  Director
	2400.00
	Personnel Action   Increase in Pay Grade 
	03/03/09

	
	038/09
	PHC/Child Abuse Prevention Program
	2408.12
	Personnel Action  Temporary Increase Hrs to 32 per week
	03/16/09

	Superior Court
	039/09
	On Call Bailiff
	2005.01
	Replacement            
	03/16/09

	
	040/09
	On Call Bailiff
	2005.03
	Replacement          
	03/16/09


PUBLIC WORKS
County Roads
Adopt-A-Road Litter Agreement - Renewal, Boon Road Residents (Leonard Kennedy); Boon Road from Fort Nugent Road to Highway 20

Adopt-A-Road Litter Agreement – Renewal, Stanwood Camano Rotary Club; East Camano Drive from Short Road to Patricia Ann/Lehman Road
Schedule Public Hearing – April 6, 2009 – 10:15 a.m.
Franchise #358 Bonnie View Water Company for Existing Water Distribution System; Plat of Bonnie View Acres (PW-0920-18) (RM-PW-09-0066)
Schedule Public Hearing – April 13, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.  
Ordinance C-25-09/R-07-09 In the Matter of Regulating Parking on Portions of Keystone Hill Road and Patmore Road, Amending Island County Code, Title X, Chapter 10.02.010 
LIQUOR LICENSES
Letter Request for 20-day Extension for Approval of Special Occasion Liquor License No. 090590 by Coupeville Arts Center for a special occasion to be held September 12, 2009 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Crockett Barn, 1053 Crockett Farm Rd., Coupeville
REGULAR AGENDA
Public Works

SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING – FRANCHISE #362 – RM-PW-09-0023; CITY OF OAK HARBOR; SEWER TRANSPORT LINE TO BE LOCATED IN COUNTY RIGHTS-OF-WAY KNOWN AS GOLDIE ROAD, COLIN LANE AND OLD GOLDIE ROAD; SEC. 23/26, TWP. 33N, R 1E. (PW-0920-01) 
Mr. Oakes asked that Franchise #362 be scheduled for public hearing on April 6, 2009 at 10:15 a.m. as the City of Oak Harbor is extending a sewer project, both gravity and a pressure sewer system in Goldie Road.  The right-of-way crosses Ault Field Road, east of the existing Goldie Road, along Colin Road, to an intersection with Clover Valley Road where a pump station is installed.  Gravity feed pumps the waste water back into the City of Oak Harbor to its treatment plant.  The City is requesting a franchise in the County road right-of-way which is currently not annexed to the City.  
There are five parcels not formally in the UGA.  Typically the County will allow a franchise to be placed in County right-of-way so long as it provides urban services to adjacent parcels.  In this case there is the UGA on one side of the road, north of Ault Field Road, but the other side of the road is not in the UGA.  The franchise application is an acceptable application and staff will recommend approval.  Those five parcels, however, must be coordinated with Health and Planning that they are not provided urban services until they are in the UGA.  Mr. Oakes is working with respective Departments in that regard.
For the record Commissioner Homola confirmed the area to be the southeast quarter section 23, Township 33N, and those five parcels not in the UGA that would be on the northeast side of Goldie Road: 071298, 074231, 063281, 046281, and 120310.  It is her understanding that the County will be bringing the services up through Goldie Road north to Clover Valley because the portion that is on the northwest side is in the UGA and the County would want to accommodate those services.

By unanimous motion the Board authorized scheduling a public hearing for Franchise #362, RM-PW-09-0023; City of Oak Harbor, Sewer Transport Line to be Located in County Right-of-Way known as Goldie Road, Colin Lane and Old Goldie Road, Sec. 23/26, Twp. 33N, R1E (PW-0920-01) on April 6, 2009 at 10:15 a.m.

Commissioners
RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO CAMANO ISLAND MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICT #1 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
By unanimous motion the Board re-appointed Grant Lawrence to the Mosquito Control District #1 Board of Trustees for a two-year term to end January 1, 2011.
Commissioners Homola and Price Johnson thanked the Mosquito District for its due diligence in making the process open to the public.

RESOLUTION C-26-09 IN THE MATTER OF TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF LUMP SUM TRAVEL ALLOWANCES IN LIEU OF ACTUAL EXPENSES TO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Resolution C-26-09 temporarily suspends the Commissioners’ vehicle allowances saving approximately $25,000 annually, which is comparable to a 10% reduction in Commissioners’ salaries.  In Chairman Dean’s absence, so he has the opportunity to vote, Commissioners Homola and Price Johnson agreed to table Resolution C-26-09 in the Matter of Temporary Suspension of Lump Sum Travel Allowances in Lieu of Actual Expenses of County Commissioners to March 23, 2009.  Commissioner Price Johnson believes the Board is moving in the right direction by taking a leadership role to reduce the Board’s pay while looking to reduce costs across the County.
GSA and Human Services
RESOLUTION C-27-09 CHANGE OF STAFF SUPPORT FOR THE VETERANS’ ASSISTANCE RELIEF FUND AND CHANGE OF STAFF SUPPORT TO THE VETERANS’ ADVISORY BOARD 
Resolution C-27-09 transfers administration of the Veterans’ Assistance Program to the Human Services Department effective May 1, 2009.  It was determined that Human Services could offer more than GSA in terms of outreach, case management, and people and resources.  While Ms. Kemp has enjoyed working with the program she believes it better suited to that Department.  GSA will continue to provide services until May 1 and thereafter until Human Services indicates that it is ready.

Commissioner Homola appreciates the hard work involved with the transition and thanked Ms. Kemp for taking the initiative to contact people on the VARC and notifying them of the impending change.  The Board will prepare a letter of appreciation.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-27-09 Change of Staff Support for the Veterans’ Assistance Relief Fund and Change of Staff Support to the Veterans’ Advisory Board from GSA to the Department of Human Services, effective May 1, 2009.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Budget
HEARING HELD: RESOLUTION C-15-09 AMENDING THE 
2008 ISLAND COUNTY BUDGET 
At 10:29 a.m. Commissioner Price Johnson opened a public hearing to consider Resolution C-15-09 Amending the 2008 Island County Budget.

Elaine Marlow, Budget Director, said the resolution is the final budget resolution concerning last year’s budget.  All items referenced on Exhibit A to the Resolution have been previously discussed and approved at staff session.  Some of the larger items are:

· Line 24 increases the Sheriff’s fuel budget by $62,000 due to high fuel prices in 2008.
· Lines 29-44 recognize expenditures for the Sheriff’s Department Marine Boating Safety Program.  The program is funded by vessel registration fees.

· Lines 50-51 in 2008 there were more jury trials than anticipated therefore more costs associated with jurors and bailiffs.

· Line 57, late last summer, Senior Services of Island County came before the Board and requested additional funding for Meals-on-Wheels, also due to increased costs of fuel.  

· Lines 73-79 are expenditures for Low Income Housing: 1) Habitat for Humanity completed a three-year contract to purchase lots earlier than originally anticipated; 2) Sunny View lot acquisition; and 3) grant to pay off the loan for Glenhaven.  

· Line 82, Homeless Housing, once again participated in the Sunny View lot acquisition.

· Lines 90-101 increased expenditures for the County Fair, all offset by increased gate receipts and increase in the Washington State Department of Agriculture Grant.

· Line 104 election reserve for purchase of additional vote tabulation equipment that was partially funded by the Help America Vote grant as well as additional staff needed for the Presidential election, a significant dip into fund balance.

· Lines 114-116 entries to record for financial statement purposes; the Port of Coupeville’s share of the bond payments for the purchase of the Greenbank Farm.

· Line 123, paths and trails, transferring dollars between line items. 

· Line 140, non-cash GASB 34 adjust entries required for annual financial statements.  Does not reduce or increase revenues or expenditures.

Commissioner Price Johnson was curious how much dipping into the fund balance is necessary.

Ms. Marlow said the Auditor’s office has not yet closed the books, she is helping toward that end.  What is not seen in the budget amendment are all the other departments that might be under budget for the year; all the amendment does is address the budget itself, not the actual revenues and expenditures.  She believes it will be mid-April before the information is available.

Commissioner Price Johnson opened the public comment portion of the hearing and there being none, public comment was closed.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-15-09 Amending the 2008 Island County Budget

Planning & Community Development
HEARING HELD:  CONSIDERATION OF AN OPEN SPACE TIMBER LAND CURRENT USE PROGRAM APPLICATION – OPS 351/08

Commissioner Price Johnson, at 10:35 a.m., opened a public hearing for the purpose of considering an Open Space Timber Land Current Use Program Application, OPS 351/08, submitted by Scott and Karen Price.
Anthony Boscolo, Planning & Community Development, said the applicants propose that 11 acres of their 15.09 acre property be admitted into the Open Timber Current Use Tax classification, located within the Ebey’s National Historic Reserve.  Staff review recommends approval.
In answer to Commissioner Price Johnson’s question about the current zoning of the property Mr. Boscolo answered Rural.
Commissioner Homola wondered about any tax implication and what that might mean over time; once done, is there a time frame that the property must be left in Open Timber.

Mr. Boscolo said that along with the requirements to enter into the tax program there is also a tax shift; taxes are reduced on the applicants’ property and shifted to others within that taxing district.  The tax benefit will not be seen for a few years and if applicants choose to back out of the program at any time up until seven years fees and back taxes will apply.  After seven years there is only a processing fee for withdrawing from the program.

Commissioner Homola asked about the benefit to Island County for the applicants to put the property into Open Timber as opposed to leaving the property as it is now.

Mr. Boscolo responded there is a commitment from the landowner to manage the property to the standards that are outlined in the Forest Management Plan. There will not be a home site on the property or any changes versus if the property were left Rural, given that the property is a total of 15 acres, the landowner could divide the property into three different lots by the zoning standards.  
Commissioner Homola wondered about a time frame the landowner is committing to keep the property in Open Timber.

There is no time frame indicated according to Mr. Boscolo and that is why a fee is in place should the applicants back out of the program. 

Commissioner Price Johnson asked if the Timber Land designation provides for logging.
Mr. Boscolo answered that it does require logging.  Most people coming into the program currently are doing more of a selective process where they are thinning and managing the forest for a healthy stand and not so much for clearing and re-growth.  

Commissioner Price Johnson was curious about the frequency of such OPS requests.

Mr. Boscolo said the Department processes about a dozen requests.  Designated Forest was the original classification but with a shift of a 10-acre minimum to five-acre minimum to be inside the Open Timber classification staff is noticing an increase in the requests of people to move into the new tax classification.  The property at issue has not been in either program before.
Commissioner Price Johnson opened the floor to public comment and there being none the public comment portion of the hearing was closed.

By unanimous motion the Board approved OPS 351/08 by Scott and Karen Price as presented and recommended.

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Homola
· The Board sent a letter to Governor Gregoire on behalf of Island County encouraging the State to keep parks open, Fort Ebey and Fort Casey; the Council of Governments followed up with its own letter.  Other letters from the Board included: 1) a letter of thanks to Captain Gerral David for the Base tour; 2) a letter regarding the Northwest Training Range Complex asking for a further extension because many citizens were concerned they did not have sufficient time to comment; and 3) a letter to Senator Maria Cantwell and Senator Patty Murray urging support for a balanced fish and wildlife management on U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management lands.
· Attended the Northwest Clean Air Agency meeting.  With available grant money the Commissioner will pursue a chipper either for South Whidbey or Camano.  She will talk with Dave Bonvouloir about meeting an end of March deadline.  The need arose following a question about some who live in the UGA and the inability to burn.  Ms. Marlow added that Mr. Sherk is also going to discuss those grant opportunities and how they might relate to facilities at the upcoming Work Session.
· High school seniors are preparing to present their senior projects and needed are adults to participate as interviewers and mentors.  She would like to send something out to Department Heads to see if they have any staff who might be willing to help with the interviews.

Commissioner Price Johnson
· Received a report from General Services about motor pool savings.
· The only new vehicles purchased this year were for the Sheriff’s office who originally requested 14 new vehicles yet reduced to number to seven.  
· Camano Parks requested a dump truck.  Instead Camano Parks will borrow a Whidbey truck and Whidbey personnel will borrow a truck from the Road Department to take the place of the dump truck when needed.  
· Camano requested a trailer to haul its new mower but rather than purchase one Whidbey Parks traded its trailer which was big enough to satisfy the need.  Once again, the Parks Departments are working together to save money.  
· The Department of Emergency Management vehicle was unfortunately involved in an accident on black ice and totaled but rather than purchase a new vehicle one was moved from the Planning Department, another collaborative effort on behalf of Department Heads.  
· Planning also provided Human Services with a vehicle.  
· The South Whidbey Road Department needed a pick-up but rather than making that purchase one was taken from the surplus list by paying $2500; in return, a three-quarter ton pick-up was added to the surplus list.  
· Departments are finding efficiencies and the Commissioner is proud of the work being done.  The County will sell at the surplus auction in April 25 vehicles which will decrease the County’s vehicle fleet and lower the monthly costs of maintenance, fuel, and insurance.  That, along with the Resolution tabled for next week (Commissioners’ travel allowance), are some immediate savings to address the budget shortfall.
· Speaking engagement Tuesday evening at the Freeland Chamber of Commerce.

· Attended a luncheon on Marine Trades hosted by the South Whidbey School District.  The luncheon brought together people from the Community Trade and Economic Development arena, marine trades across the State, Whidbey Telecom, Nichols Boat Builders, and Whidbey Coffee.  Students attended and spoke about the importance of engineering in the career tech classes and how that provides a path to having decent paying jobs in Island County.  The Commissioner was honored to be a part of the luncheon.  The effort is a concerted one between the local school districts and industries to help youth obtain the skills needed for employment in Island County.
· In the absence of Chairman Dean she will not be traveling to Olympia for the Legislative Steering Committee this week.  Instead, Commissioner Price Johnson will participate via phone conference.
Commissioners Homola and Price Johnson will attend in the evening a Short Course on Planning sponsored by the Town of Coupeville and presented by Community Trade and Economic Development and Planning Association of Washington.  

There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.  The Board will meet next in Regular Session at 11:00 a.m. on March 23, 2009 for Roundtable followed by agenda items at 2:00 p.m.
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