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BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

MAY 4, 2009 – REGULAR SESSION

The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met in Regular Session on May 4, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room (Room # 102B), Annex Building, 1 N.E. 6th Street, Coupeville, Washington. John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member were present.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
PUBLIC INPUT OR COMMENTS
Joy Thompson, 1691 Penn Cove Road, Oak Harbor and Patricia Buchanan, 5697 Casper Court, Langley both represent FETCH and support the Board’s agreements with Puget Sound Energy for solar power at Marguerite Brons Dog Park at Bayview.  Ms. Buchanan provided a brief history of the park, mentioned the time and effort donated by volunteers and work done by Island County, and also remarked about a recent award of a grant to help with running water and power. FETCH encouraged the Board’s support of the contracts.
CONSENT AGENDA

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows: 

ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, PAYROLL, PAYMENT OF BILLS

	Vouchers  (War)  #s 310571-310734 ………....
	$211,501.65

	Electronic Fund Transfers.…………………….
	$
  1,082.29

	Payroll dated …………………………………
	April 30, 2009


  

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Special Session - February 27, 2009
Regular Sessions – March 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2009
EXTENSION SERVICES
Amendment No. 1 to Interlocal Agreement with Town of Coupeville for WSU Extension Program Services for “The Coupeville Climate Protection and Sustainability Project”

HUMAN SERVICES
Amendment No. 4 to contract with Compass Health revising Fiscal Year 09 reimbursement rates and redistribute funding allocations in State and Federal GIA accounts; Contract No. HS-01-07(4); Amendment Amount:  -$8,403 (RM-HLTH-09-0121)
PUBLIC HEALTH
Interlocal Cooperative Agreement between Island County and Town of Coupeville for the design of a pilot phytoremediation project as a method to reclaim water and improve surface water quality.  Contract No. HD-05-09; Contract Amount:  $12,500 (RM-HLTH-09-0138)
LIQUOR LICENSE
Letter Request for 20-day Extension for Approval of Special Occasion Liquor License No. 090879 by Whidbey Animal’s Improvement Foundation for a special occasion on May 30, 2009 from 4:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at Fireseed Event Gardens, 6051 Coles Rd., Langley

REGULAR AGENDA
Appointments/Re-Appointments to Boards and Committees
CAMANO ISLAND MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
By unanimous motion the Board re-appointed Theresa Fletcher and Terry Benham to the Camano Island Mosquito Control District Board of Trustees, both with terms to expire January 1, 2011.

Planning & Community Development

SCHEDULING OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
By unanimous motion the Board approved for scheduling the following public hearings:
Public Hearing Re-Scheduled – May 18, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.
Location:  Commissioners Hearing Room
Ordinance C-51-09 [PLG-006-09] In the Matter of Re-Adopting an Interim Official Control that Regulates the Use of Property Within the Freeland Non-Municipal Urban Growth Area.  The proposed ordinance renews the Freeland NMUGA interim development regulations.  (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board) (GMA No. 10286)
Public Hearing Scheduled – May 19, 2009 – 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Camano Senior & Community Center, 606 Arrowhead, Camano Island, WA

Ordinance No. C-57-09 [PLG-004-09] In the Matter of Adopting a New Zoning Classification Called the Camano Gateway Village Zone Which Amends The Island County Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations for Commercial Zoned Properties Adjacent to State Route 532.  The proposed ordinance would adopt a new zoning classification called the Camano Gateway Village Zone and the development regulations applicable within this new classification. The areas under consideration are the primary Camano Gateway and The Terry’s Corner non-residential Rural Areas of Intensive Development. (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board  (GMA No. 10287)
Public Hearing Re-Scheduled – May 19, 2009 – 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Camano Senior & Community Center, 606 Arrowhead, Camano Island, WA

Ordinance No. C-36-09 [PLG-005-09] In the Matter of Adopting an Interim Official Control that Regulates Commercial Development within the Terry’s Corner and Camano Gateway Non-Residential Rural Areas of Intensive Development [PLG-005-09]. On April 1, 2009 the Board of Commissioners adopted interim regulations for non-residential RAIDs located adjacent to SR 532.  The County is required to hold a public hearing within 60 days of its adoption.  (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board) (GMA No. 10288)
Public Health
POINT OF DISPENSING PHARMACY AGREEMENT WITH ISLAND DRUG RELATED TO THE PANDEMIC FLU
To explain Mr. Higman said that Island County Public Health is participating locally in the collection and potential distribution of anti-viral drugs applied to symptomatic pandemic flu cases in the community.  The Center for Disease Control provided guidance to State and local health departments about the distribution of the pharmaceuticals and recommended that agreements be put in place between local health departments and pharmacies, with the pharmacies the point of distribution to individuals.  Access would be provided to an individual through a prescription written by a doctor having a case meeting the criteria for distribution.  The Health Department’s role is coordination of the collection and storage of the pharmaceuticals making sure they are available to the public; the Health Department is not involved in the distribution.  For the 2700 doses of anti-virals that will be stored locally for future distribution, the agreement provides a level of comfort.

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Point of Dispensing Pharmacy Agreement with Island Drug as presented.

Public Works - Parks
AGREEMENT -  PUGET SOUND ENERGY - SCHEDULE 150 NET 

METERING AGREEMENT, SOLAR PHOTO PANELS AT 

MARGUERITE BRONS DOG PARK

By unanimous motion the Board approved an agreement with Puget Sound Energy, Schedule 150 Net Metering Agreement for solar photo panels at Marguerite Brons Dog Park (allows the system to be tied into the “grid”)  (RM-PLAN-09-0130)
APPLICATION FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION INCENTIVE PROGRAM (REPIP) AND AGREEMENT – PUGET SOUND ENERGY -  SCHEDULE 151 – RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION INCENTIVE FOR SOLAR POWER INSTALLATION AT MARGUERITE BRONS DOG PARK 

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Application for Renewable Energy Production Incentive Program (REPIP) and Agreement with Puget Sound Energy, Schedule 151, for renewable energy production incentive for solar power installation at Marguerite Brons Dog Park (PSE makes the production incentive payments to Island County) (RM-PLAN-09-0136).
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Planning & Community Development
ORDINANCE C-30-09 [PLG-002-09] IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING REVISIONS TO THE ISLAND COUNTY WETLAND ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH THE DECISION OF THE WESTERN WASHINGTON GROWTH MANAGEMENT HEARINGS BOARD

(Hearing Held April 6, 2009)

(Continued to May 4, 2009)

ORDINANCE C-53-09 [PLG-007-09] IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING REVISIONS TO THE ISLAND COUNTY WETLAND ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH THE DECISION OF THE WESTERN WASHINGTON GROWTH MANAGEMENT HEARINGS BOARD.  
At 10:30 a.m. Chairman Dean opened a public hearing to allow the Board an opportunity to once again consider Ordinance C-30-09 [PLG-002-09] In the Matter of Adopting Revisions to the Island County Wetland Ordinance to Comply with the Decision of the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board.  The initial public hearing was held on April 6, 2009 and by agreement of the Board continued to May 4 following staff review and revision to address “Reasonable Use.”  Simultaneously, the Board considered Ordinance C-53-09 [PLG-007-09] which similarly adopts revisions to the Island County Wetland Ordinance to comply with the decisions of the Western Washington Growth Management Board.  The proposed ordinance contains slightly different language than that recommended by the Planning Commission contained in Ordinance C-30-09 [PLG-002-09].

The Board determined at the initial public hearing that the definition of “Reasonable Use” should be reconsidered so the language is not discriminatory.   Mr. Boscolo indicated that staff reviewed that issue and others of concern as reflected in newly-proposed Ordinance C-53-09 [PLG-007-09].
To address Commissioner Homola’s concern with the Findings of Fact, Mr. Higman explained that the Findings are a post-decision description of the action the Board took.  The Findings are presented to the Board in draft form and are the record by which someone could go back and look at the intent of the Board following its decision.  Two drafts, or two options, of Findings are provided for each ordinance.  One draft represents Planning Commission language and the other represents language the Board previously discussed as an option to the Planning Commission’s recommendation.
Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment.

Steve Erickson, Whidbey Environmental Action Network.   WEAN is in agreement with the language presented for monitoring Rural Stewardship Plans.  Adding the words for example to 17.02A.090.G.5 (Wetland Buffer Modification) would add clarity:

5.  A Wetland Buffer may be increased up to twenty-five percent (25%) when, for example:

Mr. Erickson said that “Reasonable Use,” however, remains a concern, explaining the differences of such in each ordinance.  He again proposed adding the words “consistent” and “conformity” so captured in both Findings No. 3 and the ordinance is current regulation.   In fact both words, “consistent” and “conformity,” were used by the Hearings Board. 
Chairman Dean closed the public comment portion of the hearing.

Commissioner Homola does not believe that the Findings of Fact language addresses the concerns of the Growth Management Hearings Board.  She has issue with apparent inconsistencies.

In terms of process, Mr. Higman said, staff worked to develop code language consistent with the Hearings Board recommendation, as reflected in Ordinance C-53-09 [PLG-007-09].  The Planning Commission reviewed the code language then chose to alter the language as part of its recommendation back to the Board.  The Board has the ability to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation or arrive at its own language.  Before the Board is a staff recommendation.  
When CTED reviewed the language it proposed words more consistent with what Mr. Erickson recommended.  Mr. Higman remarked that staff is not adverse to the Board moving in that direction if the Board feels the need.  He asked the Board to recognize that the Findings need to be drafted in advance of a decision consistent with the proposed language.  The repetitive description in the Findings is because there is a presumption ahead of a decision that that might be the determination and the Findings need to be consistent.  If the Board chooses to alter the definition then direction to staff to make the change is all that is needed.  The Findings will be revised accordingly.

Ms. Marlow suggested the Board first make a motion to change the language under the definition of “Reasonable Use” and then make a motion to direct staff to change the language in the Findings of Fact.  She encouraged the Board to be specific in order to feel comfortable that the Findings actually reflect what the Board adopted under the definition of “Reasonable Use.” 

Commissioner Price Johnson expressed a need that the ordinance and Findings be clear in their intent.  Property owners should be able to read the County’s ordinances and understand what is expected of them.  

Commissioner Price Johnson moved to change the language in 17.02A.030, last sentence proposed in C-53-09 [PLG-007-09], page 4, top paragraph, Reasonable Use, so it reads:

….. Structures in the general vicinity of the Lot that are Permitted Uses consistent with and conforming to current regulations. or have been approved under Chapter 17.03 ICC.
Commissioner Homola seconded the motion, unanimously carried.
Commissioner Homola conveyed a concern about an ambiguity in Findings No. 2 under “Reasonable use.” 

Once a determination has been made that the proposed land use and the comparable surrounding land uses are permitted within the underlying zone, it is then appropriate to consider other land use standards such as setbacks, height and size.  

She wondered about a possible loophole, would the County be back to where it was originally if the language remained in the Findings.  The Commissioner does not see the relevance of the comparable surrounding land uses when looking under reasonable use for a specific project, believes the language is confusing, and may not be needed.
Mr. Higman said the language in the first sentence “If the surrounding community contains uses that are not allowed in the underlying zone,” should not be used as comparables.  Continuing with the sentence instead of “Once a determination has been made that the proposed land use and the comparable surrounding land uses are permitted within the zone” it should say “then those are appropriate properties to use as comparables.”  The paragraph then talks about standards in terms of “setbacks, height and size” and those are typically the criteria evaluated under “Reasonable Use.”  It is meant to say what is and is not a good comparable use.  By including setbacks, height, and size one is merely referring to those criteria of the proposed development that are analyzed during the “Reasonable Use.”  It could be altered to say those are appropriate properties to use for comparison.
Commissioner Price Johnson interprets the language to mean an outline of what staff can look at to determine what is reasonable given the surrounding community.  If uses are not allowed in the current zoning then they would not be used for granting approval of a new use.  It is important to define that difference so as not to run the risk of creating a loophole.
Commissioner Homola said it is possible that permitted uses do not comply with current regulations because a variance may have been obtained.  Rather than the word “permitted” she suggested the words “those that comply under current regulations.”

Mr. Higman pointed out inconsistencies in Findings Nos. 3 and 4 and the language “or have been approved under Chapter 17.03 ICC.” The Board suggested that staff make the appropriate revision.

Under Rural Stewardship Monitoring Plans, Findings No. 3, Commissioner Homola believes that monitoring should continue, but wanted to be sure how monitoring would be possible and what it meant for the County as a commitment versus the landowner. 
Mr. Boscolo explained the program to be a tax program similar to that of the County’s PBRS program.  There is a commitment that goes with the land beyond ownership.  
Commissioner Price Johnson remarked that monitoring, as indicated in the ordinance, is tied to the type of use and type of plan, that the frequency of the monitoring reports and the time period are established by the Planning Director.  17.02A.040.C.6, page 5 of the ordinance, outlines the flexibility.

Concerning the Rural Stewardship Plan it was confirmed for Commissioner Homola that the Board will be aware of each plan that is filed.

On the face of the ordinance Commissioner Homola would like (“New CAO”) to be revised with a specific name so that people in the future will know what ordinance they have before them, when the ordinance was adopted, and its relevance.
Because exhibits tend to become detached or lost the Commissioner also suggested a summary listing of attachments with reference to exhibits.  
Ms. Marlow commented that because time is of the essence in trying to adhere to the Growth Board’s due date for adoption of May 13, she suggested that any changes be minor in nature to the language proposed as opposed to substantial changes.  She believes the change to the “Reasonable Use” language is merely a clarification and does not constitute a substantial modification.  Ms. Marlow would be concerned, however, with a change to the face of the ordinance as suggested at this point in time. 
While the suggestions are good Chairman Dean does not believe they rise to the threshold of slowing the process at this point.  He proposed that Commissioner Homola’s ideas be taken seriously for future ordinances.
Mr. Higman said when the past Board adopted the revisions to the Critical Areas Ordinance the versions were differentiated from one another by referring to “old” and “new” so the reference is already part of the Board’s record as such.  Mr. Boscolo said he will keep the suggestion in mind for future ordinances.

Commissioner Price Johnson moved approval of Ordinance C-53-09 [PLG-007-09] Adopting Revisions to the Island County Wetlands Ordinance to Comply with the Decision of the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board with the amended language to “Reasonable Use,” seconded by Commissioner Homola, unanimously carried.  (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board) (GMA No. 10289)
By unanimous motion Ordinance C-30-09 [PLG-002-09] In the Matter of Adopting Revisions to the Island County Wetland Ordinance to Comply with the Decision of the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board was denied.  (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board)  (GMA No. 10290)
Staff will return revised Findings of Fact to the Board for consideration at 2:00 p.m. this afternoon.
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution No. C-60-09 In the Matter of Proclaiming May 11 through 17 as Police Week and May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)
Commissioner Homola

· Will attend upcoming State Building Code Council meeting.   
        Attended a Department of Natural Resources presentation.  DNR is proposing to create a marine reserve that would contain Smith and Minor Islands off the west coast of Whidbey Island and at the Oak Harbor area from Joseph Whidbey State Park to about Libbey Beach.  Two sites were chosen.  The designation would not change any shipping or fishing rights but would provide a level of protection for dredging, mining, or similar activity.  DNR will continue with public outreach to gain support in the hope that this summer they can get started.  Island County is privileged out of the entire State of Washington to be chosen. Smith and Minor Islands are a reserve for marine mammals as well as Rhinoceros Auklets, Pigeon Guillemots, and marine birds.
· Attended Sustainability Fair in Oak Harbor.  

· Attended Representative Larsen’s Town Hall meeting in Oak Harbor.  He spoke mostly about the swine flu, energy and oil, and immigration issues. 
Commissioner Price Johnson

· Will visit land owned by Island County, across from Penn Cove, at the invitation of WEAN.  WEAN has some interest in discussing the eco-system and conservation status and the Commissioner will follow-up with that group to determine concerns.

· Attended South Whidbey Yacht Club celebration.  While there the Commissioner thanked the group for their work with the South Whidbey School District and the Pelican Project which helps youth learn the joys of sailing and boat building.  A sustainable economic model is being created on South Whidbey where students are learning marketable skills in the local economy.
· Retreat is scheduled May 11, 2009 from 1-4:30 p.m.  Commissioner Homola suggested adding a discussion about finalizing goals and objectives but with the tight timeframe the idea, while an excellent one, will be a an agenda item for the next retreat.    Department Heads and Elected Officials will join in the conversation to explore ideas about consolidation of individual departments and about the process or criteria for returning funded items if and when money becomes available.  

Chairman Dean

· Attended a meeting with the City of Stanwood in Snohomish County with John Koster and the Parks Department.   The City of Stanwood is in need of a Parks Plan and probably some funding down the road.  The Snohomish County Parks Department has volunteered to do a Parks Plan for Heritage Park, a soccer and baseball field that many Camano Islanders use as well.  There is an issue about Island County residents using a Stanwood Park as well as there being an issue on Camano about Snohomish people coming onto Camano to use County boat ramps  The discussion concluded with the need for a Parks and Recreation District for Stanwood/Camano.  

· There is a need for pandemic flu planning and what that means for staff.  

· The Board will hold a Public Forum this evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Hearing Room.
The Board recessed at 11:39 a.m., reconvening into Regular Session at 2:00 p.m. to consider the revised Findings of Fact to Ordinance C-53-09 [PLG-007-09] Adopting Revisions to the Island County Wetlands Ordinance to Comply with the Decision of the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board
Mr. Boscolo presented the revised Findings of Fact that incorporated the requested change to “Reasonable Use.”  Concerning the monitoring plan, Mr. Higman said that because the issue is so broad and because it addresses two very separate issues, his opinion is that the ordinance was written to allow the Planning Director the discretion to determine how narrow or how broad the monitoring plan would be in order to address all the components.  He believes that the existing language under 17.02A.040.C.6.b was intentionally left open for the discretion of the Planning Director.  The monitoring plan for anything narrower would take away the discretion assigned to the Planning Director.

Commissioner Homola wondered if there were internal means with which to guide staff concerning buffer situations or a tax classification reduction.
Mr. Higman commented that it is a matter of the property owner accepting the responsibility for what they have said they would do in terms of monitoring and maintenance of a wetland.  

Chairman Dean entertained a motion to accept Findings of Fact, Exhibit C to Ordinance C-53-09 [PLG-007-09] Adopting Revisions to the Island County Wetlands Ordinance to Comply with the Decision of the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board, so moved by Commissioner Price Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Homola, unanimously carried.  (Findings of Fact on file with the Clerk of the Board) (GMA No. 10291)
Commissioner Homola reiterated that she is not completely comfortable with the Findings of Fact as written but believes the Board is moving in the right direction due to time restrictions.  There are certain areas that will need revisiting in the future.
COUNTY ENGINEER OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS
By unanimous motion the Board approved nominating Bill Oakes, Public Works Director, 

for the WSACE County Engineer of the Year Award.  
The Board recessed at 2:10 p.m., reconvening again into Regular Session at 6:00 p.m. for a public forum.
PUBLIC FORUM

The Board of Island County Commissioners reconvened in the Commissioners Hearing Room at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding the third of a series of public forums to solicit ideas and hear general concerns about local communities. 
In Attendance:

Approximately 11 members of the public 

[Attendance sheets on file with the Clerk of the Board]

Commissioner Price Johnson began the forum by welcoming the assembly and introducing Chairman Dean and Commissioner Angie Homola.  She also introduced Clerk of the Board and Budget Director Elaine Marlow, Linda Riffe, Island County Treasurer, Dave Mattens, Island County Assessor, Mark Brown, Island County Sheriff, Greg Banks, Prosecuting Attorney, and Jackie Henderson, Human Services Director.
Commissioners
Commissioner Price Johnson
· To accommodate reductions in interest income and sales tax income the County’s recent budget reductions included reducing staff by 23 employees, 18 full-time and 5 part-time. 
· Concerning the swine flu an anti-viral medication will be available through Island Drug on Whidbey and at a pharmacy located on Camano.  What seems to be apparent are that the symptoms are similar to the regular flu; the swine flu is merely a different strain and is occurring at a different time of year than what people expect.  

· Due to a concerted effort on the part of the Town of Coupeville and the County the Ebey’s Reserve Design Guidelines are moving forward.

· There is a collaborative effort on the part of the Council of Governments (Board of County Commissioners and the Mayors of the three incorporated areas in Island County as well as the Port Districts) to work aggressively this year on sustainability issues, one being the green power challenge as well as others.

Chairman Dean

· He encouraged the assembly to contact the Board with questions or concerns and provided the web address for those who preferred sending an e-mail.  There is also an opportunity for the public to comment at the Board’s Regular meetings during the “public comment” at 10:00 a.m. on the first three Mondays of the month and at 2:00 p.m. on the fourth Monday.  The message the Board wants to impart is that each Board member is accessible either by phone, e-mail, or in person.

· The Board, by RCW, governs the Coupeville Library Capital Facility Area.  The Board met in that capacity and adopted a resolution that will issue and sell $2.3 million of unlimited tax general obligation bonds.  The voters in the Coupeville Library Capital Facility Area approved the levy last August.  Library construction will begin in July of next year.
· On Camano (May 9-10) is a Mother’s Day Studio Art Tour.  The Chamber office at Terry’s Corner can provide the information for those who may wish to attend.
Commissioner Homola

· Staff session meeting minutes, agendas, open positions for committees, and “news briefs” are available on-line.

· Retreats have been taking place to allow the Board an opportunity to work on goals and priorities and how to manage the County with reduced staffing.  The budget was reduced by another $2 million and hopefully that reduction will suffice until 2010.  Also discussed will be how to restore County functions when able.

· The Commissioner attended a Department of Natural Resources presentation on a reserve it is hopeful to create which will encompass Smith and Minor Islands at the west coast of Whidbey Island and at the Oak Harbor area from Joseph Whidbey State Park to about Libbey Beach.  Smith and Minor Islands are a reserve for marine mammals as well as occults and pigeon gilmots.
· Working with the Navy to place no parking signs at the end of OLF field while planes are flying.  

· All three Board members visited and toured NAS Whidbey and Chairman Dean and Commissioner Homola attended a trip on the USS Lincoln. 
Assessor
· Mr. Mattens talked about the impacts of the budget reductions to his office with loss of staff and the re-distribution of office responsibilities.
· He explained the various divisions in the Assessor’s office and the struggles and successes of each.
· Based on land value Island County, in 2008, received about $96 million in property taxes. With the assistance of a pie chart Mr. Mattens demonstrated how the taxes were apportioned and how a very small slice of the money is allocated to the County.  
· The Assessor’s office is collaborating with the City of Oak Harbor in terms of technology being used so hopefully parcel information will soon be available on-line.
Human Services
Ms. Henderson talked about the various programs offered by Human Services including mental health, chemical dependency, prevention and treatment, disability service for young children and adults, jail transition services, transitional housing, mental health professionals in schools, veteran’s assistance program, and vulnerable adult and senior outreach and case management program.  It is unknown at this time what reduction in funding will come from the State. 
Prosecuting Attorney

· Mr. Banks said the budget process just completed has been one of the more difficult processes the County has gone through as a whole since he has been Prosecutor.  There was much disagreement both on how the process was done at times and what was done but for the most part the collaboration was positive.  He is looking at federal stimulus money as an option to replace short-term the deputy prosecutor and legal assistant both lost due to budget reductions.
· While the work has been steady the United States Supreme Court recently issued a decision that will reduce some of the caseload.  The decision will change the way that law enforcement operates in what they can do when making an arrest.  The end result is fewer cases coming into the office.
Sheriff

Sheriff Brown said he attended to answer any questions concerning law enforcement and public safety.  He recognized the difficult position the Board was in during the recent budget process.
Treasurer
Ms. Riffe talked about the function of the Treasurer’s office and about the decline in revenue streams to the County due to the financial crisis.  She also mentioned the failure of the Bank of Clark County and the impact of that failure on other banks in the State who must now cover the uncollateralized public investments.  The banks, consequently, are not accepting public monies because they do not want to be obligated to cover any other failing banks that may hold public funds.  The current LGIP rate is down to 0.65%
Audience Questions and Comments

· A thank you to the Board for its openness, the transparency is appreciated.
· Is the County involved in any way in the clean-up of Puget Sound?

Commissioner Homola answered that the County has been fortunate to receive funding through the Puget Sound Partnership through a grant to hire a consultant to help the County prepare a low impact development ordinance for surface water and to assist the Planning Department.  The County is also working in concert with the State to try to comply with the requirements for inspecting septic systems.  The County’s surface water will be a challenge with the loss of the hydrogeologist but is an issue important to the Board and the citizens of the County.  She encouraged the public to make decisions about where their priorities are for future spending and programs.
· A group similar to Small Miracles and Friends of Friends is needed on North Whidbey; someone is needed to help spearhead the effort.
With the budget crisis, said the Chairman, there is not anything the County can do at this time financially to help the effort but possibly other organizations such as United Way might be of support.  Commissioner Homola mentioned that the issue of Housing is on the County’s 2009 docket to establish need.  She appreciates the effort of volunteers.
· Thanks to the Board for the school mental health counselors.

· Is application being considered for stimulus grants?

Ms. Henderson indicated with respect to Human Services, the State divisions she works with are the ones applying for grants and anything received will filter down to local offices.  Sheriff Brown talked about the COPS grant which would pick up salaries at the base level of a deputy, cover it for three years, and then the County would be obligated to fund that person for an additional year; 44,000 officers nationwide are needed and were requested through the program.  Mr. Banks applied for a Byrne Grant and is currently working with the State for funds to help smaller Prosecutor’s offices backfill people lost to reductions.  He has a volunteer who works the front desk two days a week and will meet with an intern who may work with the office, as a volunteer, beginning in September.  Commissioner Homola mentioned a couple of road projects funded with stimulus money and Public Health may receive money from the State similar to that going to Human Services.  Commissioner Price Johnson commented that Federal money is expected to help with ferry terminal improvements.
· What could the County do to open a dialogue with the school districts about consolidation?

Commissioner Price Johnson answered that the school districts have their own elected officials so it would be inappropriate for the Board of Commissioners to claim to know more than the School Board members.  There is ongoing collaboration between the Coupeville and South Whidbey School Districts where they are sharing, as an example, their director of the alternative high school.  The School Districts also collaborated on a transportation study with the University of Washington.  In addition the School districts are joining to apply for several Federal grants for substantive abuse prevention specialists.  The three superintendents of all three School Districts on Whidbey are meeting on a regular basis, something that has not happened in the past.  Chairman Dean remarked that the Board has always been ready to facilitate a meeting but as a Board there is nothing legally it can do to step in and urge consolidation.  The Commissioners have no responsibility for the budget of the School Districts.  
· Status of Affordable Housing Inventory?

The question will be researched and answered.
· The National Parks has been working to prepare a submission to form a National Maritime Heritage Area to include the saltwater areas of Washington State including the entire coastline with the prospect of bringing tourism to the maritime areas of the State.  The public meeting process will begin soon and a member of the assembly encouraged participation.
· Asked for was a description of the different septic inspection requirements.
The Commissioners explained that there are two different types of septic systems, a simple gravity fed system and the more complex system.  The basic system, if one chooses to, can be inspected by the homeowner once the homeowner is trained to conduct the inspection.  The complex systems, on the other hand, will need to be inspected by a professional inspector.  Everyone involved is aware that the process of having septic systems inspected will not be a perfect one in the current economy; the Health Department will focus its attention on areas that are of greater environmental concerns than others.   A human element in the Health Department process will be evident in the process.  WSU Extension is offering a free Septic 101 class to those interested.  Also offered in the County are low-interest loans for repairs of a system if needed, resources are available to help people meet the State’s requirement.
There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  The Board will meet next in Regular Session on May 11, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
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