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The probiem: fecal coliform bacteria

Unacceptable lewels of fecal Coliform
bactetia in the waters of South
Holmes Harbor are to blame for the
shellfish hatwestitg closure there.
“Nonpoint pollution™ is the source of
the fecal Coliform bacteria. Unlike
“point” pollution — which refers to a
sitngle known soutce— nonpoint
pollution is cavsed by one or may
activities that take place across the
landscape. These activities inchade
humat hahits and lifestyles, and
tiatural events.

W hy do shellfish need clean

Shellfish do not need clean water to
grow, BUT shellfish musf have clean
watet to be safely saten by lnumans.
That is because clams, oysters,
mussels and scallops are filfer feeders
— they get their food by pumping atnd
filtering massive amounts of water
through theit hodies each day. [&
pacific oyster pumps 65 gallons of
water through its hody eversy dayl]

&5 water passes through the shellfish,
they filter out patticles for food. But

Hete in the northwrest, heawy rainfalls
cotmpound the problem by washing
pollutants into our streams, hathors,
atid inletz. Funoff courses acrozs out
roofs, yards or flelds, downhill and
iito Holmes Hathot, and carries the
nospoit polution with it.

I eszence, shellfish are like sieves,
filteritng particles from the water that
washes overthem. Shellfish capture
fecal Coliform bacteria along with
othet patticles thewy uze for food.

waters

shellfish are niot choosy. They filter
out all particles —inclnding any
chemicals, hiotoxins (red tide), and
bacteria and viruses. And you can’t
tell by looking at them what they ve
been filtering, If the water contains
human sewage, animal wastes,
disease-producing organisms, of
chemicals, then these contaminants
cotwcertrate #1 shellfish tissue as
well. The accumulated
cotttatritiants can make people sick

NoNPOINT POLLUTION COMPOUNDE

Horpoirt polhtion rewer goes wamy it corstathy
chatges s are chatyze oIr actir ies oty the land. The
best wre can do is manage the problem, and we mast do
50 cottirnnashy o erame clean wrter i fhe fihme .

For emmple, etetsime wrork ca cleatop idertified

pollaor sources alayg a partinilar stream or shorelive,

while problems fn other areas may @o 1 ormected.
Whater qualicy problems oftery reour o the swme ared w
time pacces ard omgwers chargze .

Hemr property omers are sometimes Wrammre of the
reed for ongoing septic mairterarce anduce ofbest
mAtaEemert practices. Lirig oa septic system ic fir
differerdt ffom be i cerred by ammicipal semrer, wd
homecamers mst chuech: thedr septic syetem Teglarky,
inchdiveharing it pomped abonat ewery thres rears .
Homeommwers it Tegicter for special iking i maih-
taiting ard kepectire their ceptic cptems ey e-
mailing HomeommerSepticid co land mmas

Farm operatiors @ also change omer time. Farm
plare and practices most keep pace to mabe that
amre livestock wmete does rot polhite sirfce Arter.
Ifaromre shonild narer be exposed bo precipitatio;
mather heep piles mmﬁﬂntﬂpﬁrﬂ@m
Iifarome piles shondkd be located nbwre nmodf carwut
Pich ap waste particle as it trideles dommabdll.

Pt amcte shonald e bagged and diposed of na
trach car — vt amded or fhasked. That s fhe best.
ey to hieep datgganmis pathogans fom o criv
ot soils avd weater, Lakudfills are the safest place
for hardling pet weete [ard bty Liter ). et
placive pet Aaste ko garbage cam, i & recom-
metvded that o dondle-baz, wnd Emit bag s ime to
T mote that 10-gallae . Kthe bag ic not see-
throngh, boldby ma: the oateide as pet amste™

Iz wrpoit polhition i abig challengze for
1z all. Bt ifmee each mronk to comect our dadby
Practice:, at huome ared woodk:, wee cazyTediace nok-

poitpolhtic.

50, WHATS THE BiG FiES
ABOIT FECAL C:08 BRI T

The polhatior canls it the comrrrercial
shellfich harrestivg cloames  Smith
Hobres Harbor & fecal Colifoot —rwt et
the wrariety of E-colithat calces ceTios
iless fiomn imdercooked cordaniated
reat. CAFheyghthe tro covbaniards e
conieite, £ to speali)

Won vy e heard Teports abontt huear the
preserce of Colifonn i wrater teste canced
peaple to boil the ir drdivgg wrater.
Dbalbe, most fecal colifonhe are
ordinariby hummlecs to lonnane, Bs the
cornparn they keep — pathozetiic bacteria
and vinzes —tha can canee ilhess and
diceace.

Fecal Colifoon ocoms rubmwallr ithe g
of wrant-blooded amihals —aach as coe
binds , doges ard cats; people atd raccooms
— anduntally ien® 4 corwemmdil i shoves
up ioor weater orfood. R gets thers Som

coritarnivat ed stomrrearst er nono, poor
fanm maragerert aracte fom pebs and
vrildlife | leabiiigg sevarers | ard failing sepric
Syehee .
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