PLG-003-07,   C-         -07 

Establishment of South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ISLAND COUNTY, WASHINGTON

	IN THE MATTER OF ESTABLISHING THE SOUTH HOLMES HARBOR SHELLFISH PROTECTION DISTRICT
	)

)

)

)    
	ORDINANCE C- 14  -07
PLG-003-07


WHEREAS, on August 11, 2006 the Washington State Department of Health completed a shoreline survey of the Holmes Harbor shellfish area and classified southern Holmes Harbor as prohibited for shellfish harvesting, based upon elevated levels of fecal coliform bacteria; and

WHEREAS, when downgrades or closures of commercial growing areas occur, RCW 90.72 requires that the local legislative authority establish a program to address the causes of pollution; and

WHEREAS, assessment, prevention, and mitigation of water quality issues on Whidbey Island have been ongoing for 15 years through projects initiated under the WAC 400-12 Watershed Planning – Non-point Pollution Prevention process.  These efforts have included completed prevention action plans for North and Central/South Whidbey; and

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2006 the Island County Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance No. C-22-06, committing to a $1.2-million, five-year Water Quality Monitoring Program; and

WHEREAS, Island County has applied for State DOE Centennial Clean Water Fund program grant funding that addresses fecal coliform contamination issues in southern Holmes Harbor.  The grant application calls for a $384,000 program (funded 75% by DOE) for contamination source identification, remedy and follow-on monitoring; and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the Board of Island County Commissioners to resolve bacteria contamination problems that persist within south Holmes Harbor, and to do so in a manner that has the least fiscal and regulatory burden on landowners; and

WHEREAS, Island County Planning and Community Development conducted field analysis and topography study of southern Holmes Harbor leading to recommended shellfish protection district boundaries; and

WHEREAS, Island County staff, together with Washington State Departments of Health, Ecology and Puget Sound Action Team and the rest of the local community-based Response Team created the South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection Program; and

WHEREAS, the Protection Program emphasizes implementation of existing standards, programs and education and outreach in order to minimize the regulatory burden on private property owners; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Island County Commissioners is utilizing existing financial resources to fund this effort as opposed to establishing taxing authority in order to minimize the financial burden on private property owners; and
WHEREAS, additional grant funding will help expedite the process so that the closure status may be lifted as soon as possible, thereby restoring the public’s ability to safely harvest and consume shellfish; and
WHEREAS, equally important to the strategy for correcting bacterial pollution in Holmes Harbor is the disestablishment of the district upon determination that the problem is corrected; and 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners held a public hearing on March 5, 2007 and received public testimony and comment, then closed the public hearing to deliberate on the public comment and staff recommendations; and, NOW, THEREFORE,
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Island County Commissioners hereby establishes the South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District as depicted in the map attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby adopts the South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection Program attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

APPROVED this _____5th______day of ____March__________, 2007.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ISLAND COUNTY, WASHINGTON

__________________________________________

Mike Shelton, Chairman 

__________________________________________

William L. McDowell, Member

__________________________________________

John Dean, Member

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Elaine Marlow

Clerk of the Board

Exhibit A

(South Holmes Harbor Protection District Map)
Exhibit B

(South Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection Program)
