Signage and Outdoor Lighting Standards

1.
Signage is recognized as a very important element of any commercial use or activity.  Business signs in all zones shall be:
a)
Informative of the business name and use. The business name shall be the primary design feature on the sign, and all logos and other graphics shall be subordinate to the business name;

b)
Simple in design. Any creative graphic depictions should be related to the business use and in scale with sign text;

c)
Architecturally integrated and consistent with the existing or proposed structures.  Design, color, size and scale (including its supporting structure and components, if any) shall be compatible with the business storefront, adjoining structures and surroundings; and

d)
Made of permanent and natural materials such as wood, wrought iron, ceramic or stone.
2.
Types of Business Signs. There are four types of business signs that are allowed in the Business Village (BV) and Business General (BG) Zones:

a)
An exterior wall business sign which is attached to a wall, fascia or window and only one side of the sign is visible.

b)
An exterior hanging business sign which hangs from a bracket mounted to a wall or overhang. Both sides of the sign are typically visible to pedestrians and contain identical designs.

c)
An exterior monument business sign which is freestanding and separate from adjacent buildings. This type of sign is typically mounted on two posts (referred to as a goal post sign) or a solid base.

d)
An interior business sign which is located within the interior of a business, visible from exterior areas accessible to pedestrians, and includes the business name or an identifying portion of the business name. Business names and logos on merchandise are not considered signs.

3.
The following standards apply to all signs in all zones:

a)
Signs shall clearly identify the business entrance. Signs shall be pedestrian-oriented except in the BG zone for gas stations and motels that are recognized by the County as predominantly vehicle-oriented business. Clutter from business signs at street frontages shall be avoided. Sign clutter along street frontages from multiple businesses within a courtyard or building shall be avoided;

b)
Sign area shall be calculated as follows:

(i)
When calculating sign area only one face of a sign shall be included when the sign is a single panel that has the same signage on the front and back.  Sign area does not include foundations, supports and other essential structures which do not serve as a backdrop or border to the sign;

(ii)
No more than two faces are allowed;

(iii)
When signs are constructed of individual pieces the sign area is determined by a perimeter drawn around all the individual pieces taken together.  Area shall be calculated as follows:
(I)
Rectangle or square: length times width;

(II)
Triangle: length times width divided by two;

(III)
Circle: 3.14 times R squared, where R is the sign’s radius;

(IV)
Oval: the area contained within a rectangle whose length times width does not exceed the square footage limits established under subsection 4 below;
(V)
The county shall measure other sign shapes, not listed above, according to the formula it determines to be most appropriate
(iv)
Any support structures and boarding trims will not be counted against total sign area as long as said support structures, boarding trims and decorative embellishments are appropriately scaled to the size of the copy.
c)
Where there are vehicular access points additional signage that describes directional entry and exit information may be established provided that it shall not exceed two (2) square feet per sign.  Directional information shall not be counted towards total square footage limitations.
d)
Sculptures that represents a business logo shall be considered a sign and shall meet the relevant sign requirements for the site on which is located:
e)
Sign colors shall be compatible with the commercial buildings.  Sign colors shall provide sufficient contrast to be legible, yet be subdued enough to blend with the natural landscape and/or surrounding structures.  The majority of the background area of a sign, exclusive of any letters, words or symbols, shall be of earth or dark color.  Bright or fluorescent colors and reflective surfaces in the background area of the sign are prohibited.
f)
Lighting of Signs.
(i)
Externally lit signs shall be illuminated only with steady, stationary light sources.  Whether illuminated from above or below, the light source must be shielded to avoid spill-over of light onto adjacent properties, public roads, or into the night sky;

(ii)
All light fixtures, conduit, shielding and other components shall be painted to match either the building or the supporting structure that serves as the background of the sign:

(iii)
The intensity of sign lighting shall not exceed that necessary to illuminate and make legible a sign from the adjacent travel way or closest right-of-way; and the illumination of a sign shall not be obtrusive to the surrounding area;
(iv)
A sign may be illuminated during the hours of operation of the facility being identified or advertised.  Such signs shall provide an automatic timer to comply with the intent of this section.
g)
All signs, together with their supporting structures, shall be kept in good repair and maintenance. Signs shall be kept free from corrosion, peeling paint or other surface deterioration. The display surfaces of all signs shall be kept in a neat appearance.

h)
The height of a sign shall mean the vertical distance from the average line of the highest point and the lowest point of finished grade adjacent to the base to the top of the highest attached component of the sign, exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding, landscaping, or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign.

i)
In the event that a business ceases operation all signage shall be removed within ninety (90) days of closing its doors to the public.

4. The following chart provides the type and size criteria for signs in the BG and BV zones.  Additional signage requirements within each zone are provided in subsections (5) and (6):

	Type and Size Criteria for Signs in the BV and BG Zones

	
	Business General (BG)
	Business Village (BV)

	Maximum Number of Signs per Business
	Four Signs.  Two hanging signs provided they are on two different sides of a building, one monument or goal post sign, and one affixed sign.
	Three Signs.  Two hanging signs provided they are on two different sides of a building, and one monument, goal post or affixed sign.

	Cumulative Square Footage of all Signs
	106 square feet
	18 square feet

	Maximum Square Footage per sign
Hanging:

Monument/Goal Post:

Attached:
	3 square feet

40 square feet

60 square feet
	3 square feet

9 square feet

12 square feet

	Maximum Letter Size:

Hanging:

Monument/Goal Post:

Attached:
	10 inches

20 inches

36 inches
	10 inches

10 inches

14 inches

	Height for Monument/Goal Post Signs:
	12 feet in height plus an additional 3 feet for crown.
	3.5 feet

	Height for Hanging Signs
	At least 8 feet above ground level
	At least 8 feet above ground level

	Height of Attached Signs
Flat roofs:

Pitched roofs:
	May not extend above the upper roof line

May not extend above the bottom roofline
	May not extend above the upper roof line
May not extend above the bottom roofline


5.
Business complexes.  Where a development is proposed that includes multiple businesses an integrated signage plan shall be developed.  The following minimum criteria are established:

a)
Each complex shall identify a primary sign which shall be a monument or goal post style sign.  The primary sign shall not exceed forty (40) square feet in size except that complexes with more than five (5) businesses are allowed an additional four (4) square feet of signage per business.  The primary sign may be located anywhere on the property;
b)
Where a complex abuts two roads a second monument or goal post style sign is permitted which shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet in size, however it may not be located along the same road as the primary sign;

c)
Each individual business within the complex is allowed an additional twenty (20) square feet that may be affixed to the Structure in which the business is located;

d)
Signs shall be limited to twelve (12) feet in height plus an additional three (3) feet for a crown.  Crowns may include the name of the complex, artwork, designs and logos, but may not include the name of any individual business.  For every four (4) additional square feet over forty (40) allowed in subsection (a) of this section, the height shall be reduced by one (1) foot.
6.
In the Business Village (BV) Zone all new or replacement signage shall meet the following conditions unless it is a public Use Sign:
a)
Signs are oriented toward the pedestrian rather than the automobile;

b)
Internal illumination of signs is prohibited.  Illumination of signs shall be from a light source that is above or below the sign.  For lighting sources that are below the sign, landscaping or hardscaping shall be installed that shields the light fixture so that it is not visible to automobile traffic or adjacent properties;

c)
Except for businesses that front two public streets, each business is limited to a single monument or goal post style sign.  Businesses that front two public streets may have two monument or goal post style signs.
7.
In the Business General (BG) Zone all new or replacement signage shall meet the following conditions unless it is a public Use Sign:
a)
When signs are not illuminated from above or below, lighting shall utilize Channel Lighting technology, Box Signs, Lettering or Panel Signs;

b)
Crowns may include artwork, designs and logos, but may not include the name of the business.  
c)
Topography and grade shall be considered when calculating sign height.  Variations of the height limit may be considered due to topographic features that would result in an undesirable outcome.  For example, if the grade of the site is well below the grade of the road the height of the sign may be increased in order to achieve the intent of this standard; likewise, if the grade of the site is substantially higher than the grade of the road the height of the sign may be decreased.

8.
Prohibited Signs.

a)
Whether fixed or portable, flashing Signs, moving light Signs and off-premise Signs are prohibited (except time-temperature-date signs);

b)
Signs that contain moving, rotating or otherwise animated parts;
c)
Pole signs;

d)
Signs that are located within the clear vision triangle at the corner of a road intersection.  The corner of an intersection is defined by drawing an equilateral triangle where each side is forty (40) feet.  The starting point for drawing the triangle is where the right-of-ways for two roads intersect.  The Director of Public Works has the authority to grant a waiver of this requirement upon a finding that the sign placement will not create a safety hazard to automobiles or pedestrians;
9.
Exemptions.  The following signs on private property do not require a permit if they meet the purpose, objectives, and standards in this chapter as determined by the Director: 
a)
Interior signs that are not directed at outside pedestriana and vehicles;

b)
Alarm system identification signs, house/occupant name, address numbering, no soliciting/no handbills, garage/rummage/estate sale, home business, and public information signs (exit, restroom, elevator, etc.).

c)
Signs in windows that advertise “Open”, “Beer”, etc.;

d)
During business hours each business is permitted to have a single sandwich board sign or chalkboard sign that does not exceed 5.33 square feet in size (24” x 32”).  These signs shall be oriented toward pedestrian traffic, however, they shall only be placed on the premises of the business establishment and not within public rights of way for sidewalks, streets and landscaped areas.  They shall not be placed in a manner that is oriented towards automobile traffic.

e)
Temporary banners and signs that announce the opening of a business.  These banners and signs must be approved by the Planning Department and are allowed to be displayed for up to 90 days;

f)
Temporary banners that advertise going out of business sales provided they may be displayed for no longer than 45 days.

g)
A single contractor sign on an individual parcel that advertises who is constructing a project or improving a structure/site.  These signs can be placed on-site once construction commences and must be removed within 30 days of completion of a project;

h)
A menu box that is a permanently mounted architectural element on, or immediately adjacent to, the business for displaying menus, awards, or daily specials in restaurants;
i)
A take-away menu holder which is described is a small, temporary or permanent container holding take-away menus for free distribution to the public;
j)
Directional signage that advertises individual businesses and provides directional information is permitted at each pedestrian or bike path entrance.  This signage shall be at a pedestrian scale and is limited to 4” x 18” in size per business.
k)
Public use signs;

l)
Parking signs;
m)
Flags that represent countrys or states;
n)
Real estate signs that advertise properties for sale;

o)
Political campaign signs.
10.
Outdoor Lighting Standards:  The purpose of this section is to provide Outdoor Lighting Standards to help ensure compatibility with neighboring uses, preserve our dark skies, and provide a more pleasant and comfortable nighttime environment while preserving the ability to install effective security lighting.  The following Outdoor Lighting Standards shall apply in all zones:

a)
Lighting Standards

(i)
Lighting Fixtures must be a full cut-off design that is shielded, hooded and oriented towards the ground so that direct rays of lighting source(s) are not visible past the property boundaries and do not shine into the night sky, except that in the Camano Gateway Village (CGV) Zone lighting fixtures my be directed upward if it is oriented towards a building or monument style sign and the lighting does not spray past the building or sign; and


(ii)
Use of motion sensing devises are encouraged; and

(iii)
No lighting shall blink, flash or be of unusually high intensity or brightness; and

(iv)
All lighting fixtures shall be appropriate in scale, intensity and height to the use they are serving.

(v)
New or replacement lighting of County roads shall be shielded, downward pointing.

(vi)
Exemptions:

(1)
Lighting Fixtures utilizing only Fossil Fuels, including luminarias;

(2)
Lighting Fixtures installed on Residential Structures with incandescent lamps, or equivalent.  This exemption does not apply to fixtures that light parking areas, driveways, sports areas or outbuildings;

(3)
Seasonal Decorative Lighting Fixtures;

(4)
Lighting Fixtures used temporarily for emergency purposes.

(5)
Public athletic fields, fairgrounds and approved temporary special events Lighting.

(6)
Lighting fixtures sixty (60) watts or less.

11.
Existing Signs and Lighting:

a)
All Existing Signage not complying with the provisions of this ordinance shall come into compliance when:

(i)
The Sign is relocated; or

(ii)
If more than sixty percent (60%) of the Sign is damaged, replaced or repaired; or

(iii)
If the plastic panel of a Box Sign is no longer utilized any replacement panel facing shall utilize a solid dark colored background with light colored lettering.

b)
Existing Lighting Fixtures installed prior to the effective date of this Chapter are exempt for a period of three (3) years from the date of enactment of this Chapter, unless:

(i)
The Fixture became inoperative except for bulb replacement; or

(ii)
The Fixture can be retrofitted at the time of bulb replacement to come into compliance with this Code.
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